tii 


Dl 


A 


FENCE 


O  F  T  H  E 


Conduft  of  BARB  A  DOES, 

During  the  late  EXPEDITION  to 

Martinique  and  Guadaloupe. 


In  a  LETTER  to  ‘  the 


Right  Hon.  Gen.  Barrington. 


By  a  N  ATI  VE,  Refident  in  the  Ifland. 


•He  that  robs  me  of  my  Purfe  takes  Trafti— « 


But  he  that  filches  from  me  my  good  Name, 

Robs  me  of  that  which  not  enriches  him. 

Yet  makes  me  poor  indeed.  Shakespear. 
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OF  THE 


Conduct  of  Barbadoes,  Sec. 


S  I  R, 

E  not  furprifed  at  the  Freedom  of 
this  Addrefs  from  an  unknown 
Hand  ;  hnce  the  Writer  has  no  Motive 
to  induce  him  to  it,  that  can  give  you 
caufe  to  be  alhamed  either  on  your  Ac¬ 
count  or  his.  He  has  indeed  thought 
proper  to  conceal  his  Name  ;  but  that 
was  only  from  a  juft  Senfe  of  his  fien- 
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der  Talents  for  the  Prefs,  and  not  from 

any  Defign  which  can  impeach  his  Can¬ 
dour  in  the  Event. 

His  Country'  has  been  cruelly  afper- 
led,  and  charged  with  the  greateft  Failure 
in  her  Duty  on  an  Occafion  where  he 
knows  that  you,  Sir,  can  teftify  in  part, 
and  wheie  he  can  fupply  the  Proofs  for 
what  remains  to  Ihew,  that  Ihe  has  adied, 
as  far  as  Ihe  had  the  Power  to  adt,  with 
Fidelity  and  Zeal. 

Had  I  indeed  indulged  a  fond  Pre- 
fumption  upon  the  Strength  of  fome  few 
Instances  of  your  partial  Kindnefs  for 
Barbadocs ,  I  might  have  ventured  to  ad- 
drefs  thefe  Sheets  to  you  as  to  my  Coun¬ 
try’s  Friend  :  But  I  mean  no  more  at 
pi  efent  than  to  appeal  to  you  as  to  the 
Friend  of  Truth  and  Juftice. 

Did  the  Caufe  which  I  have  taken 
in  Hand  require  a  Patron,  I  know  the 
Yroice  of  this  Community  would  at  once 
direCt  me  to  make  Choice  of  you-,  but 
when  Truth  and  jufcice  are  on  its  Side, 
may  I  not  be  bold  enough  to  think  that 
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it  is  too  good  to  ftand  in  need  of  any 
other  than  its  own  clear  Merits  for  Sup¬ 
port  ?  The  Caufe  mull  be  extremely  good 
indeed  if  fuch  an  Advocate  as  I  can  plead 
it  with  Succefs. 

If  Defamation  be  a  Crime  .forbidden 
by  the  Laws  of  God,  and  punifhable  by 
thofe  of  Man,  in  Cafes  where  the  Chara¬ 
cter  of  a  jingle  Perfon  only  is  affeCted  j 
how  much  more  heinous  does  the  Crime 
become  when  committed  with  a  View  to 
injure,  nay  deftroy,  the  Credit  of  a  whole 
Community!  And  if  general  Reflections 
upontRi  Nation  be  thought  injurious,  even 
where  the  Mitbehaviour  of  fome  Particu¬ 
lars  fhall  afford  a  Colour  for  fuch  Re¬ 
flections  ;  how  highly  aggravating  is  the 
Injury  to  a  People  to  be  bitterly  traduced 
in  an  In  fiance,  where  not  the  Shadow  of 
a  Delinquency  appears  upon  an  honefl 
Scrutiny,  nay  where  every  Individual  has 
been  follicitous  to  act  for  the  immediate 
Honour  of  the  whole  :  And  withal  under 
a  Circumftance  fufikient  to  excite  Def- 
pair,  where  their  diftant  Situation  from 
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the  great  World,  in  which  the  Slander* 
came  abroad,  robs  them  of  the  Means  of 
all  immediate  Vindication  of  tbemfelves; 
fo  that  the  Imprefiion  once  received  to 
their  Difrdvantage,  may  by  a  Combina¬ 
tion  of  unlucky  Incidents  remain  fixt  for 
ever. 

Such,  Sir,  we  have  but  too  much  Rea- 
fon  to  apprehend  may  be  the  cruel  Fate, 
for  fuch,  as  I  have  juft  now  in  general 
Terms  complained  of,  has  been  the  par¬ 
ticular  Misfortune  of  this  Country:  All 
owing  to  the  ungrateful  Office  of  One, 
v/ho  couid  have  no  poffible  Provocation 
for  publishing  fuch  atrocious  Falfehoods 
to  abufe  us,  but  the  innocent  Miftake  of 
one  worthy  family  in  the  Ifland  ;  who 
took  him  whilft  on  the  Spot  to  be  a  Man 
of  Candour  and  Politenefs,  and  treated 
him  under  their  Roof  with  a  Degree  of  Ci¬ 
vility  and  Refpe<ft  due  only  to  fo  deferving 
a  Character.  It  will  readily  occur  to  you, 
that  I  mean  Capt.  Gardiner  of  the  Ma¬ 
rines,  Author  of  An  Account  of  the  Expe¬ 
dition  to  the  JVef  Indies,  &c.  or  rather  the 
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Author  of  the  curious  Preface  to  that 
Account ;  fince  Charity  would  almoft  in¬ 
cline  me,  even  againft  my  better  Judg¬ 
ment,  to  embrace  an  Opinion  conceived 
by  many,  that  we  are  indebted  for  the 
Preface  to  fome  other  Hand.  In  favour 
of  which  Opinion  I  muft  here  take  Leave 
to  mention  a  certain  Anecdote  concern¬ 
ing  Capt.  Gardiners  Account  or  Journal; 
which,  how  little  agreeable  foever  it  may 
be,  to  the  Gentleman  to  have  publifhed, 
is  yet  too  material  for  my  prefent  Pur- 
pofe  to  conceal;  and  the  Captain  has  (hewn 
us  the  Way  to  lay  afide  all  kind  of  Cere¬ 
mony  in  our  Animadverfions  on  each 
other’s  Conduit.  The  Secret  then  is  this : 
Although  in  the  Preface  it  is  declared, 
that  the  Journal  was  written  on  Capt* 
Gardiner’*  Pajfage  home ,  yet  in  Fait,  that 
very  Journal  was  produced  by  Capt.  Gar¬ 
diner  in  the  wry  Family  I  have  mentioned , 
before  he  left  Barbadoes,  and  whilft  the 
Ships  of  War  were  waiting  for  the  Day 
appointed  for  them  to  take  the  Trade  to 

England .  And  I  muft  obferve  to  you, 
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that  at  that  Time  no  fuch  Preface  as  this 
appeared  to  it;  nor  was  the  leaft  Defign 
then  intimated  by  the  Captain,  to  blaft 
the  Credit  of  a  Country  where  he  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  Courtefy,  and  in  which  he  was 
accuftomed  to  unbofom  himfelf  without 
Referve.  On  the  contrary,  this  Family 
recoiled  fome  Paffages  in  the  Journal, 
not  much  to  the  Advantageof  the  Courage 
or  Condud  of  a  certain  great  Sea  Offi¬ 
cer  upon  that  Expedition;  which  Paf- 
fages  have  been  either  greatly  foftened 
or  funk  upon  us  in  the  printed  Copy,  not 
much  as  it  would  feem  to  the  Advantage 

of  tne  Author’s  own  Spirit,  or  his  pre- 
tended  Candour. 

But  exclufive  of  this  Remark,  Iobferve 
a  manifeft  Contradiction  in  the  Journal 
to  a  bad  after  ted  in  the  Preface,  which 
almoft  confirms  me  in  the  Sufpicion  that 
they  are  the  Works  of  different  Hands. 
In  the  Pieface  it  is  fa;d  that  cc  they  (the 
People  of  thefe  (lands)  “  exclaimed 
“  again  ft  the  Capsulation  of  Guadeloupe , 

“  but 
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«  but  gave  very  little  Abidance  towards 

“  the  Reduftion  of  it ;  and  not  even 

“  that,  as  long  as  the  Troops  remain 

“  ed  at  Baffe  Terre,  nor  till  after  the 

“  Death  of  General  Hopfon,  when  they 

“  found  by  General  Barrington's  Mo- 

«  tions  on  the  Side  of  Grand  Terre,  that 

“  there  were  no  Hopes  left  of  his  quitting 

«  the  Ifland;  they  then  feni  Negroes  to 

“  the  Army,  in  Expectation,  as  I  imagine 

«  (fays  the  Author)  of  coming  in  for  their 

«  Share  of  the  Plunder  when  the  liland 

*» 

<c  flhould  be  taken.”  And  yet  in  the 
Journal,  in  the  3d  Page  of  it,  he  ac¬ 
knowledges  that  46  Negroes  were  Cent 

I*-* 

on  board  each  Line  of  Battle  Ship  to  draw 
the  Cannon  on  Shore,  &c.  from  this  Ifland, 
in  Confequence  of  fame  .Afemblies  of  the 

Council  held  on  the  Occafion.  Now,  had 
the  Preface  and  the  journal  been  really 
written  by  the  fame  Hand,  and  formed 
on  one  original  Defign,  is  it  likely  that 
fo  palpable  a  Miftake  as  this  could  have 
rifen  in  the  Work  ?  And  does  it  not  look 

a  little  fufpiciousj  after  what  I  have  ob- 

ferved. 
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it:rved,  that  the  good  Genius  of  that  fame 
Sea  Officer  whom  I  have  hinted  at, 
(which  invifible  Being,  without  any  great 
Strain  upon  the  Senfe  of  Things,  we  may 
fuppofe  as  a fting  too  the  Part  of  the  evil 
Genius  of  this  Country)  might  have  lucki¬ 
ly  dipt  in  before  the  Author  had  commit¬ 
ted  his  fair  Copy  to  the  Prefs  ;  and  for  its 
Improvement  very  obligingly  contributed 
ail  thole  eiegant  Strokes  of  Satire  in  the 
Preface,  to  make  up  for  the  many  dif- 
carded  coafrfe  Touches  of  honed  Narra¬ 
tive,  which  had  been  much  too  grating 
in  the  Journal  ? 

However,  zsC&ipt. Gardiner  has  thought 
proper  to  adopt  the  Preface  as  his  own, 
it  will  not  be  fair  in  me  to  rob  him  of 
the  Merit  of  it;  efpecially  when  I  am 
going  to  difplay  that  Merit  in  its  juft  Light 
before  you.  “  The  Defign  (he  fays)  of 
“  fubmitting  to  the  Publick  the  follow- 
ing  Sheets,  is  principally  owing  to  a  Va¬ 
riety  of  Afperlions  thrown  out  upon 
the  Britijh  Officers  employed  in  this  Ex¬ 
pedition,  by  the  Inhabitants  of  our 
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*'  Leeward  Colonies;”  and  that  we  of 
this  Iiland  might  not  be  exempted  from 
our  Share  of  this  heavy  Charge,  he  has 
taken  Care  afterwards  to  name  Barbadoes 
with  Antigua,  as  the  Places  where  “  tnofe 
“  Virulences  were  profufely  fpread  abroad 
<*  at  the  Time  the  Convoy  was  colle&ing 
«  together,  that  determined  him,  in  his 
“  Paffage  home,  to  draw  a  little  Account 
“  of  all  the  material  Movements  of  the 
tc  Fleet  and  Forces,  &c.  &c.\ 

v 

Now  I  would  be  glad  to  know  in 
what  Company  it  was  in  this  Iiland,  that 
Capt,  Gardiner  was  fo  particularly  offend¬ 
ed  with  the  Afperfions  thrown  outagainft 
the  Britijh  Officers  employed  on  the  Ex¬ 
pedition  ;  and  which  Officer  it  was,  either 
in  the  Land  or  Sea  Service,  that  ever  was 
fpokcn  of,  in  his  own  Pretence,  or  that  of 
any  of  his  Friends,  with  the  lead  kind  of 
Difrepedt,  excepting  the  Sea  Officer  above 
named  ?  But  with  regard  to  that  Officer, 
I  hope  Capt.  Gardiner  can  have  no  Ob¬ 
jection  to  the  Virulences  thrown  out  againft 
him  amongft  the  People  ot  this  Iiland, 
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Uxing  that  they  were  fuch  as  the  Captain 

h,mfdf  affifted  to  Propagate;  and  that  his 
own  particular  Account  of  Things,  at  that 

Time  -faithfully  relied  upon,  becaufe  at 
that  Time  given  without  a  Byafs  on  his 
Mind,  and  with  the  warm  Signature  of 
■Tiutn,  actually  confirmed  many  in  a 
downright  unfavourable  Opinion  of  the 
Perfon  meant;  whofe  Condudl  had  been 
till  then  the  Subject  only  of  their  Diftruft. 

^  Upon  the  Suppofition  then  of  what 
Capt.  Gardiner  has  afferted  to  the  Difad- 
vantage  of  this  Ifiand,  for  declining  to  give 
a  proper  Affiftance  to  the  Expedition,  does 
Jt  not  here  appear  a  little  extraordinary  in 
that  Author,  to  be  givinga  Loofe  to  his  In- 
veftives  againfl  one  Perfon,  for  the  faulty 
1  'a 1 1  which  he  conceived  him  to  have  a<5t- 
ed  upon  the  Expedition,  in  the  very  Com¬ 
pany  of  others,  whom  he  thought  as  faulty 
in  theirs  upon  the  fame  Occafion,  and  L 
gainft  whom  he  was. about  to  inveigh  as 
bitterly,  in  another  Place  upon  that  very 
Account  ?  flow  are  we  to  reconcile  this 
feeming  Difingenuity  in  Capt.  Gardiner's 
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piour;  thus  venting  his  Abufes  in  this 
Iiland  againft  the  Condud  of  the  aforefaid 
Officer  alone,  and  on  the  other  Side  of 
the  Water  venting  his  Abufes  as  pro- 
fufely  againft  the  Condud  of  this  Bland  ? 
How  are  we,  I  fay,  to  bring  off  the  dou¬ 
ble  Dealer  in  this  Scene  ?  For  my  own 
Part,  I  am  not  able  to  do  it,  though  it 
will  be  eafy  to  account  for  his  Condud, 
upon  this  Principle :  That  as  he  had  ex- 
pofed  a  particular  Man’s  Charader  to  tne 
Ridicule  of  the  People  of  Barbadoes ,  he 
deemed  it  necejj'ary  to  make  a  Sacrifice  of 
the  Charader  of  the  People  of  Barbadoes 
to  that  Man’s  particular  Refentment. 

But  what  the  real  Sentiments  of  the 
Publick  of  Barbadoes  were,  concerning  our 
Acquifition  of  Guadaloupe,  and  the  Beha¬ 
viour  of  the  Britifh  Forces  employed  in 
theRedudion  of  it,  is  not,  God  bepraifed! 
to  be  left  to  the  Decifion  of  Capt.  Gar¬ 
diner,  as  great  a  Critic  as  he  may  think 
himfelf  in  Life  as  well  as  Letters  >  but 
will  be  determined  by  a  nobler  Tefti- 
mony,  fuch  as  does  an  Honour  to  oui 

Country, 
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Country,  and  will  (lamp  a  Value  upon 

*hefe  Sheets  whe”  I  fha  11  give  it  in  the 
Conclufion  :  I  mean  The  Addrefs  of  the 

Governor,  Council  and  Affembly  of  Barba, 
does,  prefented  to  his  Majefty  on  the  Suc- 
cefs  of  his  Arms  .againft  the  aforefaid 
Idand  of  Guadeloupe:  A  Piece  which  I 
prefume  Capt.  Gardiner  mud  have  never 
heard  of  before  ;  and  which  I  queftion  if 
even  you,  Sir,  have  feen,  though  fo  con- 
fiderable  a  Share  of  the  Exploit,  which  it 
is  meant  to  celebrate,  was  your  own.  But 
I  mu  if  defer  inferting  this  Addrefs  a  while, 
till  it  fball  meet  me  in  a  more  proper 
Place  :  I  mean,  when  I  (hall  bring  it  to 
anfvver  mere  than  one  Cavil  at  our  Con¬ 
duct.  And  in  the  mean  time,  I  beg  you 
to  reft  allured,  that  you  will  find  the  firft 
Charge  againft  our  Country,  of  our  Abufe 
of  the  Britijh  Officers  employed  on  the 
Expedition,  to  be  as  falfe,  as  you  could  in 
Chanty  wifh  to  fee  it  for  our  own  Sakes 
only ;  and  as  little  founded,  as  in  your  own 
confeious  Bravery,  and  Experience  of 
the  Bravery  of  thofe  under  your  Com¬ 
mand, 
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mand,  you  muft  think  it  ought  to  be  for 
your’s  and  their  Sakes  too. 

Nor  has  the  next  Charge  brought  a- 
gainft  us,  though  with  as  little  Ceremony 
as  the  former,  any  thing  better  to  fupport 
it  than  the  Author’s  pofitive  Affertions. 

“  We  lamented  (by  his  Account)  the 
“  Interruption  of  an  underhand  Com¬ 
merce  with  the  religioufly  neutral  Ifland 
“  of  St.  Euftatia ,  wilhing  the  Commo- 
“  dore  and  the  General,  the  Troops, 
“  and  the  Squadron  at  the  D — 1,  fordif- 
“  turbing  the  friendly  Harmony,  and 
innocent  Correfpondence  of  the  French 
Englijhmen  at  one  Place,  (meaning 
“  Guadaloupe ,)  and  the  Dutch  Englijhmen 
“  at  the  other,  (that  is  St.  Euftatia,)  for 

<c  unreafonably  breaking  in  upon  what 

\ 

<c  might  with  fome  Propriety  be  called 
<c  the  French  Englijh  Trade  of  the  Ca- 
“  ribbees  eftablilhed,  that  is  the  tranf- 
«c  porting  of  French  Sugars  on  Dutch  Bot- 
“  toms,  belonging  to  Englijlo  Owners,  a 
“  Sort  of  Traffick  carried  on  through 
"  the  right  brotherly  Intercourfe  of  the 
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"  Wartimes  Planter,  and  the  St.  Eufiatia 
ct  Captain  of  a  Schooner,  &c.  &c. 

Now  to  ftew  you  how  little  this  un- 
diftinguiftiing  Writer  is  Maher  of  his 
Subject ;  with  how  little  Regard  to  Truth 
or  Decency  he  throws  out  his  Abufes  on 
ail  alike,  without  attending  fo  much  as  to 
Probabilities  in  the  Difcharge  of  it;  I  mull 
here  obfeive,  tnat  although  iuch  an  un¬ 
derhand  Trade  might  be  carried  on  be¬ 
twixt  fome  of  the  Leeward  Illands  and 
St.  Eufiatia ;  yet  betwixt  /^AMand  and  St. 
Eufiatia ,  ft  was  not  probable  any  fliould, 
both  on'  Account  of  the  Diftance  of  our 
Situation  from  each  other,  and  of  the 
Dilad vantage  of  a  loaded  Velfel’s  turning 
up  io  far  to  windward,  asfromSt.  Eufiatia 
to  Barbadces.  I  hefe  are  Circumftances 
which  mu  ft  render  a  Traffick  of  this  kind 
with  any  Merchants  here  exceedingly  pre¬ 
carious;  and  indeed  within  my  Knowledge 
of  the  Trade  of  this  liland,  a  Period  of 
fome  l  ears,  1  do  declare  I  never  once 
heard  it  lo  muen  as  fufpedfed  among  ft  us. 
And  if  there  ever  was  really  fuch  an 
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illicit  Trade  carried  on,  as  the  Author 
charges,  from  Antigua ,  or  any  of  the 
other  Iflands  in  her  Neighbourhood,  fure 
I  am,  that  the  Charge  againft  the  whole 
Community  of  any  on  that  Account  mud 
be  unjuft  and  injurious;  fince  to  the  principal 
Inhabitants,  I  mean,  to  the  chiefPofleflbrs 
of  Lands  and  Plantations  in  thofe  Iflands, 
fuch  a  Trade  mu  ft  have  appeared  ex¬ 
tremely  hurtful;  mull  have  lowered  the 
Prices  of  their  own  Produce  ;  and  have 
been  confidered,  as  well  as  punifibed  on  any 
Difcovery,  as  tending  to  the  Prejudice  of 
the  general  Interefi:  of  their  Country,  and 
to  the  Reproach  of  their  particular  Go¬ 
vernment. 

In  this  Light  I  think  every  candid  and 
impartial  Perfon  ought  to  view  the  Con¬ 
duct  of  a  People,  under  theCircumftances 
here  charged  upon  thofe  Iflands:  But  I 
am  forry  to  find  that  we  of  Barbadoest 
under  fome  late  Circumftances  too  near 
refembiing  the  foregoing,  I  mean,  on  the 
Difcovery  of  an  illicit  Trade  carried  on 
between  this  Ifland  and  Martinique ,  by 
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the  way  of  St.  Vincent's ,  could  not,  even 
by  our  Neighbours  of  Antigua ,  be  allowed 
the  fame  generous  Quarter,  as  I  have  been 
here  ready  to  give  to  them.  I  am  fen- 
fible  with  thofe  who  would  have  been 
lad  to  fix  a  ftain  of  Infamy  on  Barba- 
does,  upon  the  Score  of  thefe  illicit  Tra¬ 
ders,  that  the  Honour  of  a  Community 
does  certainly  depend  upon  the  Conduit 
of  its  Inhabitants.  But  is  the  general  Re¬ 
putation  to  be  injured  by  the  Bafenefs  of 
a  few  Particulars  ;  efpecially  when  that 
Bafenefs  is  protefted  againfl  by  the  gene¬ 
ral  Voice  of  the  Community,  and  nothing 
lefs  than  the  v/hole  Weight  of  Govern¬ 
ment  thrown  into  the  Scale  againfl  it  ? 

Here  then  let  me  aflert  the  Part  which 
has  been  taken  by  the  Legiflature  o i Bar- 
hadocs,  upon  the  very  fir  ft  Occafion  given 
them  to  fhew  their  Zeal  in  fuch  a  Caufe  j 
and  from  thence,  Sir,  and  not  from  any 
dirty  Publications  that  have  got  abroad, 
for  Purpofes  too  glaring  not  to  be  dif- 
cerned,  though  too  grofs  to  mention,  let 

the 


i'  *9  ] 

the  Publick  judge  of  us,  and  our  Affec¬ 
tions,  on  fo  critical  a  Subjedt. 

As  foon  as  our  Governor  was  made  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Detection  of  this  illicit 
Trade,  and  had  laid  the  Bufinefs  before  the 
Council  and  Affembly,  it  was  unanimoufly 
refolvedby  the  whole Legiflature,  tobcarthe 
Expences  of  carrying  on  the  Profecutions  a- 
gainft  two  Offenders  pointed  out  to  them, 
at  the  publick  Charge ,  and  moreover  to  de¬ 
fray  the  Expences  of  any  other  Profecutions 
that  fhould  be  hereafter  commenced  and 

carried  on  for  rthefe  Offences,  where  the 

■  * 

offending  Party  fhould  be  convidted,  at  the 
like  Charge',  adding  withal  Reward:'  of 
i  oof.  to  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  5  rea- 
fury ,  to  each  Perfon  voluntarily  giving 
Evidence  upon  thefe  Occafions,  fo  as  to 
cauie  the  Party  to  be  convidted,  agreeable 
to  a  Proclamation  ijfued  by  our  Governor  to 
that  effedl.  Nor  need  I  to  confine  myfelf,  " 
for  the  Proofs  of  our  Deteftation  of  this 
illicit  Commerce,  to  the  united  Endeavours 
of  the  feveral  Branches  of  the  Legiflature 
for  the  Supprefiion  of  it :  I  could,  wi  th 

Bs  equal 
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equal  Truth  and  Pleafure,  appeal  to  the 
Exertion  of  fome  private  Influence  that 
has  appeared,  in  one  Inftance  to  the  Dif- 
countenance  of  the  Abettors  of  that  Trade, 
and  in  another  to  the  Dete&ion  and  Pro- 
fecution  of  the  Offence  itfelf. 

Thus  I  hope  I  have  cleared  my  Coun¬ 
try  of  every  Imputation  on  this  Side  j  and 
I  fhould  have  been  glad  to  have  dropt 
the  prefent  Argument  in  this  Place,  but 
that  I  find  it  impoflible  to  let  it  yet  go, 
whilfl  I  hear  one  Fa6t  infilled  on,  which 
my  Silence  might  be  conflrued  into  a 
Readinefs  to  allow.  This  is,  that  “  the 
f£  Enemy  have  in  a  great  meafure  been 
"  enabled  to  fit  out  the  great  Swarms  of 
“  Privateers  wfhich  have  infefled  thefe 
<{  Seas,  from  the  Supplies  they  have  re- 
“  ceived  from  this  Refourcej”  viz.  from 
the  Correfpondence  carryed  on  by  many 
of  thefe  Traders  from  Barbadces  with  his 
Majefly’s  Enemies  at  St.  Vincent's.  Now 
it  is  next  to  impoflible,  that  thefe  Supplies 
could  have  been  fo  confiderable,  as  they 
are  here  charged  to  be.  They  could  not 

well 
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well  have  been  more  than  the  Surplus 
of  what  found  a  good  Market  in  Barba- 
does,  and  fo  not  fufficient  for  the  Purpofe 
of  fitting  out  more  than  a  few  Priva¬ 
teers.  But  the  great  Swarms  of  thefe 
Plunderers,  which  like  Locufts  have  de¬ 
voured  the  Fruits  of  our  Trade  from 
every  Quarter  of  the  Globe,  could  have 
been  brought  upon  us  only  by  the  gain¬ 
ful  Trade  of  Prizes  ;  and  could  have 
been  fitted  out  only  by  the  vaft  Num¬ 
ber  of  Provifion  Ships  from  Ireland  and 
North  America ,  that  have  been  taken  and 
carryed  into  Martinique  by  thofe  induftri- 
ous  Cruizers,  for  fo  long  a  Time  together. 
From  this  Caufethe  Prices  of  Provifion  of 
all  Kinds  have  been  full  as  high  in  Barba - 
does ,  in  one  long  lamented  Period,  as  at 
Martinique  and  confequently  all  the  Pro¬ 
fits,  and  with  the  Profits  all  the  Temp¬ 
tation  to  that  pernicious  Traffick,  were 
then  taken  away. 

I  fhould  make  you  fome  Apology  for 
this  Digreffion,  if  I  could  really  think  it 
one.  Thefe  interefting  Particulars  were  not 

B  3  indeed 
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indeed  a  I  art  of  what  I  firfl:  engaged  in 
but  they  arofe  fo  naturally  out  of  the  Sub- 

J'  my  !'•<  eg  left  of  them,  when  there 

was  io  fair  an  opening,  might  have  been 
con  tinted  to  the  Difadvantage  of  my 
Country  j  efpecially  by  thofc  who  are 
upon  the  watch,  to  put  the  vvorit  Con- 
ffi  udtion  upon  every  thing  that  relates  to 
us  in  the  moil  trifling  Article.  If  what  I 
have  been  juft  advancing  in  the  Defence 
of  our  Community  (hall  feem  at  ail  effen- 
tial  to  the  Point,  I  hope  I  know  your 
Heart  too  well,  to  fear  I  have  been  weary¬ 
ing  your  Attention  ;  indeed  I  think  I  know 
it  well  enough,  to  believe  1  have  done  no 
more  than  given  a  pleating  Exercife  to 
your  Benevolence  by  the  Excurfion. 

1  now  return  to  Capt.  Gardiner ;  but 
here  the  next  Paragraph  that  meets  me  in 
his  Preface  is  fo  extremely  fhocking,  fo 
void  of  Truth,  fo  wanting  in  the  common 
Sentiments  of  Humanity,  that  I  was 
giad  to  put  oft  the  evil  Moment  of  ad¬ 
verting  to  it  as  long  as  I  could.  It  contains 
one  of  thole  Charges,  of  which  the  accu- 

fed 


[  23  V 

fed  knowing  themfelves  not  only  entirely 
-  innocent,  but  in  their  Hearts  utterly  a-  . 
verfe  to  fuch  Crimes,  inftead  of  anfwering 
the  Accufation,  ftand  amazed  at  the  Ef¬ 
frontery  of  their  Accufers,  and  lufifer 
their  Silence  for  a  Time  to  pafs  for  their 
Conviction.  This  really  feems  to  be  the 
Cafe  of  my  Countrymen  on  their  prefent 
Arraignment.  For  as  a  feniible  and  ju- 
Vicious  Friend  of  mine,  (the  fame  worthy 
old  Gentleman  who  had  here  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  entertaining  General  'Barrington 
under  his  Roof;  and  whole  hofpitable 
Door,  ftlll  open  to  every  Stranger  that 
puts  on  the  Appearance  of  the  Gentle¬ 
man,  was  aHength  darkened  even  by  Capt* 
Gardiner s  Prefence;  as  he  I  fay,)  in  ipeak- 
ing  of  this  Paragraph  obfeived  to  me, 
this  Charge  againft  our  Country,  after  all 
that  we  have  done  to  ferve  tile  Army, 
refe rubles  the  Charge  of  Murder  again  ft 
a  Man,  who  had  actually  rifqued  Iiis  own 
Life  in  Hopes  of  faving  the  deceas  d.  But 
take  the  Author’s  own  Words  exactly 
copyed  from  the  Preface. 

B  4  u  Some 
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"  Some  of  them  too”  {viz.  the  Pe0: 
pie  of  Bar batloes)  “  are  faid  tohavePlan- 
“  tations  of  their  own  at  Martinico-,  and  I 
am  not  Angular  in  my  Opinion  when  I 
<c  believe,  that  we  left  many  an  aching 
Heart  behind  us  at  Barbadoes ,  the  Day 
£C  the  Squadron  failed  for  Port  Royal ; 
tc  not  out  of  an  affectionate  Concern  for 
"  the  Number  %£  brave  Fellows  of  their 
Country,  who  were  going  in  a  way  to 
“  be  knocked  o’  Lie  Head  in  a  few  Days, 
u  but  for  fear  the  Enemy  fhould  not  be 
ftrong  enough  to  beat  their  Brains  out, 
as  fa  ft  as  they  could  with,  when  they 

“  came  there ;  trembling  for  F.  Teflions 
“  held  under  a  French  King,  and  from 
which  they  yearly  drew  their  treafon- 
ableRen.s  and  Profits,  paying  Duties  at 
“  a  Port  belonging  to  the  moft  natural 
“  Enem7  cf  their  Country,  and  increaf- 
‘c  in g  the  Revenues  of  a  Prince  at  open 
“  War  with  their  Sovereign.” 

Now  Vv  hat  will  Capt.  Gardiner  fay  for 
Imnfdf,  when  I  tell  him  that  the  People 
ea  Barbadoes  are  ready  to  clofe  with  him 
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t>n  the  Point,  and  come  to  this  fhort  HTue 
without  a  further  Argument:  that  if  he 
can  name  with  any  Sort  of  Proof  one  An¬ 
gle  Perfon  out  of  our  whole  Community, 
who  has  landed  Property  of  any  Value  fa 
low  as  <;/.  per  annum  in  this  Ifland,  and 
who  poflefles  too  any  Eftate  at  Martinique  ; 
(which  I  mean  not  to  confine  to  theTime 
prefent,  but  will  allow  him  any  Number 
of  Years  paft,  within  the  Memory  of  the 
oldefl:  Perfon  living  in  Barbadoes ;)  then 
will  we  confefs  ourfelves  to  be  that  Set  of 
Traitors  and  inhuman  Villains  he  has  de¬ 
fer  ibed  us.  But  fhould  the  contrary  upon  the 
jftrictefl  Scrutiny  appear  ;  then  fhall  Capt. 
Gardiner  acknowledge  himfelf  to  be  a 
Publifher  of  the  grofiefl  Falfhood  and  the 
blackeft:  Calumny,  that  ever  was  commit¬ 
ted  to  the  Prefs,  againft  an  innocent  Com¬ 
munity,  by  the  mod  hardened  Libeller. 

This  is  but  a  fair  Challenge  j  and  if 
the  Captain  is  a  Man  of  Honour  he  will 
accept  it ;  or  he  will  own  himfelf  to  have 
been  miftaken,  and  expofe  the  Wretch  or 
Wretches,  that  have  deceived  him  by  fo 

fcandalous 
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fcandalous  a  Report.  For  furely  I  cannot 
bring  myfelf  to  think,  that  any  xWan  like 
Capt.  Gardiner ,  bred  to  the  Profeffion  of 
Arms  fo  naturally  inculcating  a  generous 
and  open  Sentiment;  one  too,  who  by 
Ins  Learning  fhould  be  acquainted  with 
tne  Virtues,  that  adorned  the  brighteffc 
xNames  in  all  Antiquity ;  and  who,  if  he 
*ea;ly  knows  his  noble  Patron,  and  has 
his  Eye  on  the  Example  of  his  much¬ 
loved  General,  ,mu ft  have  feen  how  ami- 
cible  tnofe  Virtues  look  tranfmitted  into 
living  Chambers  ;  I  fay,  I  cannot  teU  how 
to  think,  that  fuch  a  one  could  be  him- 
felf  the  Inventor  of  a  Tale,  that  tends  to 
blacken  fo  many  thoufands  of  his  Fellow- 
Subjeds,  rob  them  of  then'  Sovereign  s 
Favour  and  the  Nation’s  Love,  as  well  as 

fink  them  into  Contempt  with  all  the 
World  befiae. 

After  fuch  a  Paffage  as  the  foregoing, 
does  the  Author  deferve  to  be  any  further 
regarded  r  After  being  confuted  in  fo  grofs 
a  Charge  againft  our  Country,  can  any 
thing  he  fhall  afterwards  be  pleafedto 

charge 
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charge  us  with,  do  otherwifethan  confute 
itfelf  ?  And  may  I  not  now  proceed,  with¬ 
out  deigning  to  take  further  Notice  of 
him,  to  my  principal  Defign;  which  is  to 
give  you  a  fhort  Detail  of  the  Steps  that 
were  taken  in  Barbadoes  on  the  Arrival 
of  General  HcpfonzwA  the  Army,  and  of  all 
thatfollowed  after  their  Departure  for  Mar¬ 
tinique,  and  during  the  Expedition  againft 
Guadaloupe ,  in  the  Courfe  of  our  Endea¬ 
vours  towards  affiftim;  them  in  the  Service 
on  which  they  were  embarked.  Bythefe 
Fafts,  and  thefe  only,  fhewn  by  publick 
Records,  or  evidenced  by  a  Cloud  of  Wit- 
neffes,  1  hope  our  Country  will  be  judged; 
and  not  by  any  of  thofe  idle  or  malicious 
Stories,  published  on  the  one  hand  in  the 
moft  daring  Manner,  or  carried  about  on 
the  other  in  a  lefs  generous,  becaufe  in  a 
lefs  open  Way  ;  all  equally  falfe,  though 
not  all  equally  flagrant  and  incredible. 

The  Armament  under  General  Hop  forts 
Command  arrived  in  Barbadoes,  as.  you  may 
remember,  on  the  3d  of  January.  In  the 
Evening  of  the  4th  that  General  delivered 

a  Letter 
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a  Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt  to  the 
Governor,  then  fitting  in  Council  which 
he  had  called  for  the  Occafion,  recom¬ 
mending  to  his  Excellency,  to  give  the 
General  and  the  Army  what  Afliftance 
could  be  obtained  for  them  in  this  Ifland. 
Th^  General  then  opened  his  Demands ; 
the  principal  of  which  were  for  a  Num¬ 
ber  of  Draught  Cattle,  for  the  Purpofe  of 
drawing  the  Cannon,  heavy  Baggage,  &c. 
upon  the  Army’s  landing  in  the  Enemy’s 
Country ;  and  alfo  for  a  Reinforcement  of 
500  of  the  Natives,  to  be  officer’d  by  our 
own  Countrymen,  and  to  receive  their 
Commiffions  from  our  own  Governor.  To 
both  thefe  Demands  his  Excellency  and  the 

Council  expreffed  a  ready  Alfent.  But  in 
regai  d  to  the  Draught  Cattle,  the  General 
was  foon  made  fenfible,  that  thefe  would 
not  anfwer  his  Purpofe  in  the  Country  he 
was  going  to  attack,  for  Reafons  which  it 
is  needlefs  to  fet  down  here,  as  they  were 
fully  fatisfadlory  to  the  General  the  very 
Moment  they  were  mentioned :  Yet  in 
tne  room  of  Cattle,  an  Offer  was  made 
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of  500  Negroe  Slaves,  whofe  Labour 
was  better  adapted  to  the  Services  re¬ 
quired  ;  and  the  fame  was  chearfully  ac¬ 
cepted  by  the  General.  The  Reinforce¬ 
ment  of  500  of  the  Natives  being  likewife 
agreed  to  by  the  Governor  and  Council, 

the  moft  effectual  Methods  were  refolved 

* 

upon  for  raifing  the  Men;  and  Commo¬ 
dore  Moore,  who  was  prefent,  promifed 
to  leave  Tranfport  Ships,  with  a  Convoy, 
to  carry  them  down ;  for  it  was  particu¬ 
larly  agreed  upon,  and  minuted,  that  this 
Reinforcement  was  to  follow,  not  ac¬ 
company,  the  General  and  tne  Atrny. 

In  Confequence  of  the  former  Refo- 
lution  to  fupply  the  General  with  the 
Negroe  Men,  Notice  was  given  of  it 
every  where  to  the  Inhabitants ;  with  the 
Particulars  of  the  Terms  fettled  betwixt 
the  General  and  the  Council,  for  the  Hire 
of  thofe  Slaves,  and  for  fecuring  the  Va¬ 
lue  of  fuch  of  them  as  fhould  be  loft  in 
the  Service.  And  here  a  Circumftance 
falls  in  my  way  much  to  tne  Honour  of 
»ur  Governor,  which  it  would  ill  oc- 


come  me  to  pafs  over :  On  a  DifTatisfac- 
tion  expreffed  by  fonie  of  the  Owners  of 
the  Slaves,  concerning  the  Security  given 
by  General  Hopfon  alone,  in  Behalf  of  the 
Government,,  to  reftore  the  Value  of  fuch 
Lollcs  as  might  be  fultaincd  by  them  in 
their  IS  egroes  being  killed  or  hurt  ;  and  on 
the  General’s  lignifying  the  fame  to  Go¬ 
vernor  Pinfold ,  hss  Excellency  very  rea- 
clily  joined  his  own  Security  for  the  Satis¬ 
faction  of  the  Country.  I  fhould  be  want¬ 
ing  alfo  to  the  worthy  Members  of  the 
Council  Board,  if  I  were  not  on  this  Oc- 
cafion  to  remark  the  particular  Zeal  they 
Bie wed  in  carrying  this  Bufinefs  into 
Execution;  not  only  by  their  earned;  Re¬ 
commendations  to  their  feverai  Friends 
to  furnifh  the  expected  Quotas;  but  like- 
wile  in  giving  their  perfonal  Attendance 
in  different  Parts  of  the  Country,  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  Goodnefs  of  the  feverai  Neproe 

O 

Men  o  fie  re'1  from  the  Neighbourhood, 

%  v 

rejecting  or  certifying  in  their  Favour, 
as  they  found  the  Slaves  fit  or  not  for 
the  Occafion.  /By  thefe  Means,  though 
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the  Contribution  was  altogether  •volun - 

f  ' 

tary,  upwards  of  360  Negroe  Men  were 
provided,  and  embarked  on  board  the 
Fleet,  which  failed  upon  the  13th  • 
and  40  more  followed  in  a  Twenty- 
gun  Ship  on  the  15th.  Nor  was  there 
any  Doubt  but  the  whole  Number 
would  have  been  provided  in  a  few  Days, 
had  there  been  Ships  of  War  left  be¬ 
hind  to  carry  them  down  to  the  Army  ;  for 
feveral  were  offered  on  the  16th,  but  re- 

> 

jedted,  becaufe  the  Captain  of  the  only 
Man  of  War  remaining,  who  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  wait  for  the  Hofpital-Ship  then 
miffing,  but  hourly  expected,  had  refu- 
fed  to  take  any  of  thefe  Slaves  on  board  ; 
and  from  that  Time  Notice  was  given, 
that  no  iff  ore  of  them  were  to  be  received. 

But  with  refpedt  to  the  Reinforcement 
of  500  of  the  Natives,  which  was  alfo 
promifed,  I  am  forry  to  fay  that  the  Event 
was  not  in  that  Inftance  equally  fuccefs- 
fui ;  yet  I  am  rejoiced  at  being  able  to 

afTert  with  Truth,  that  the  People  of  Bar - 
badoes  are  not  to  blame  on  the  Occafion. 

But 
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I5iu  as  the  ti  ue  Caufes  of  that  Difappoint- 
ment,  not  more  bitterly  complained  of 
by  feme  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Army, 
than  warmly  remonflrated  againft  by  the 
Reprefentatives  of  our  People  in  their 
General  Affembly,  feem  to  lie  amongft 
thofe  hidden  Myfteries  of  State,  which' 
vulgar  Eyes  are  not  permitted  to  pry 
into ;  far  be  it  from  fuch  a  Writer  as  my- 
felf,  to  offer  to  difturb  them  by  his  im¬ 
pertinent  Refearches.  Indeed  it  little  con¬ 
cerns  me,  or  my  Caufe,  who  are  the 
Perfons  juftly  to  be  charged  with  thefe 
Mifcarriages ;  fo  that  I  can  but  fhew  my 
Country  is  entirely  clear  of  it.  It  will  be 
fufficient  for  my  Purpofe,  for  vindicating 
the  Honour  of  my  native  Country,  if  I 
can  fhew  by  a  Series  of  indifputable  Fadts, 
that  She  has  done  her  Part  on  this  Oc- 
cafion  3  though  not  indeed  fo  fully,  nor  fo 

much  to  her  own  Satisfaction,  as  fhe 
wifhed,  and  was  prepared  to  do,  when  fhe 
was  fuddenly,  I  had  altnoft  faid,  inde¬ 
cently  checked,  in  the  very  Moment  that 

the 
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the  grand  Scene  was  on  the  Point  of 
being  opened  to  our  View. 

All  that  is  before  recounted  to  have 
been  done,  towards  the  Affiftance  of 
General  Hopfon  and  the  Army,  was 
confined  to  the  Adt  of  the  Governor  and 
Council }  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  having 
had  no  Share  in  the  Honour  of  anv  of 

j 

their  Confultations.  But  now  that  the 
important  Bufinefs  of  railing  Men  to  go 
upon  the  Expedition  was  undertaken,  it 
became  abfolutely  neceffary  to  call  that 
Body  together ;  fince  without  their  efpe- 
cial  Aid  and  Concurrence,  nothing  of  this 
kind  could  be  effected.  The  Houfe  was 
therefore  called  to  meet  upon  the  ioth, 
and  the  Army  was  to  depart  for  the  Ex¬ 
pedition  on  the  13th:  Too  fhort  an  In¬ 
terval,  as  it  appeared  upon  the  Meeting 
of  the  Affembly;  from  the  Refult  of 
which  fo  much  was  to  be  looked  for  ;  and 
from  which  all,  and  even  more  than  all  fol¬ 
lowed,  that  was  reafonably  to  be  expedted. 

But  think  not,  that  I  am  here  going  to 
objedt  to  the  too  hafty  Departure  of  the 

C  Arma~ 
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Aimament  from  Jdarbadoes ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  I  lamented  with  yourfelf,  and  all  the 
othei  gallant  Spirits,  on  the  Wing  for 

Glory,  that  your  Stay  in  this  Ifland  had 
been  unavoidably  made  fo  long.— I  mean 
only  to  fay,  how  much  I  lamented  with 
eveiy  Member  of  the  Ailembly  pre- 
fent,-  that  their  Body  was  not  called  to 
meet  a  few  Days  fooner  than  it  was ; 
fince  an  earlier  Meeting,  though  it  had 
been  no  earlier  than  on  the  8th,  would 
have  been  attended  with  greater  Satisfaction 
to  them  Selves,  at  lead:,  if  not  with  more 
Advantage  to  the  Caufe. 

Y et  whatever  Incon  veniencies  might  have 
happened  from  the  Delay,  I  will  be  juft 
enough  to  fay,  that  I  believe  none  did:  The 
Forces  to  be  raifed  in  this  Ifland  were  to 
FOLLOW,  not  ACCOMPANY,  the  Army }  and 
fo  the  Difference  of  a  few  Days  only,  in  this 
laft  Particular,  was  of  little Confequence  in 
regard  to  them.  And  in  refpeCt  to  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  Aflembly,  if  they  were 
at  firft  uneafy,  in  thinking  they  had  too 
little  Time  allowed  them  to  deliberate ; 

’  J  they 
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they  were  foon  fatisfied,  in  feeing  they  had 
wherewithal  left  them  to  determine  fince 
determine  they  did,  at  once,  moft  loyally 
to  give  up  every  Confederation  of  their 
more  immediate  Interefts,  to  the  Glory  of 
the  Britijh  Arms,  and  to  the  happy  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  firewing  their  entire  Devotion 
to  his  Majefty’s  Pleafure. 

And  here,  Sir,  that  our  Country  may 
not  lofe  what  little  Merit  we  have  to 
claim  from  that  Day’s  Proceedings^  for 
the  want  of  their  being  placed  in  a  juft 
Light  before  the  publick  Eye ;  I  beg  to 
{hew  the  Difficulties,  that  lay  before  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  Affemblyy  in  an  honeft 
Execution  of  the  Truft  repofed  in  them 
by  their  Conftituents ;  to  make  it  confonant 
with  the  Duty,  which  they  owed  to  their 
Sovereign,  and  their  Mother-Country. 

By  certain  Laws  in  being  amongft  us, 
effentially  neceffary  for  preferving  the 
Credit  of  our  Trade,  as  well  as  eftablifh- 
ing  the  Civil  Powers  of  Government ;  no 
Perfon  is  allowed  to  go  off  the  I {land, 
before  he  has  had  his,  Name  put  up  in  a 
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certain  confpicuous  Place  in  the  Secre¬ 
tary’s  Office,  for  at  leaft  2 1  Days  toge¬ 
ther,  in  order  to  give  publick  Notice  of 
his  Departure;  or  before  he  has  given  in 
Security  at  the  faid  Office,  for  the  Pay¬ 
ment  of  all  fuch  Debts,  as  he  ffiall  happen 
to  be  undei  wrote  for.  On  his  complying 
with  one,  or  the  other  of  thefe  Requifites, 
he  obtains  a  Ticket  figned  by  the  Go¬ 
vernor  ;  without  which,  no  Captain  of 
any  Veffel  can  prefume  to  take  him  away. 
And  by  tne  fame  Laws  it  is  provided,  that 
no  Perfon  can  aid  or  abet  any  Debtor  to 
get  off  the  Jlland,  before  he  has  ob¬ 
tained  the  aforelaid  Ticket,  without  be¬ 
coming  liable  for  the  Payment  of  fuch 
Fugitive’s  Debts  :  And  moreover  the 
Debtor  himfelf,  if  ever  he  returns  to  the 
Jlland,  becomes  fubjedt  to  a  capital  Puniffi- 
ment. 

Such  were  the  Obffacles  in  the  Way 
of  any  Attempt,  to  inlift  a  Number  of 
Men  upon  the  prefent  Expedition ;  to  in¬ 
lift  them  (I  fhould  fay)  with  any  Profpedt 
of  their  engaging  in  it ;  fince  the  Time 

would 
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would  not  allow  of  the  Men’s  Names 
being  put  up  for  21  Days ;  and  as  mod  or 
all  of  them  were  in  Debt,  few  or  none 
could  find  Security  to  give  in  at  the  Office, 
that  they  might  obtain  their  Tickets.  It 
was  therefore  with  a  View  to  remove 
thefe  Obftacles,  that  the  Legiflature  met 

/  i 

upon  the  10th,  and  brought  themfelves 
into  one  Conference  of  the  Governor, 
Council,  and  Affembly,  on  the  Occafion. 

I  fee  no  Reafon  why  I  ffiould  not  here 
confefs,  I  had  my  Share  in  this  Tran  fa dtion  j 
fince,  with  fo  much  more  Propriety,  I  may 
then  avow  the  honeft  Motives,  which 
united  the  three  different  Branches  of  the 
Legiflative  Body,  in  their  Refolves  that  Day. 

The  Neceffity  of  granting  fuch  a 
Reinforcement,  as  had  been  promifed  to 
the  General,  was  firft  urged  by  the  Go¬ 
vernor  and  Council,  and  readily  admit¬ 
ted  by  the  Affembly.  The  Impediments 
juft  mentioned,  to  our  granting  this  Rein¬ 
forcement  to  any  Effedt,  were  the  next 
Subjedt  of  our  Confideration  ;  and  a  Suf- 
penfion,  or  Repeal  of  thofe  Laws,  by  which 
thefe  Reftraints  were  laid,  in  favour  of 

C  3 


as 


[  33  ] 

as  many  as  would  enlid  to  go  on  the 

Expedition,  was  the  Step  refolved  upon  in 
Confequence. 

Yet  think  not,  that  we  were  inatten¬ 
tive  to  the  Mifchiefs,  that  mud  una¬ 
voidably  ariie,  to  iome  Parts  of  the  Com¬ 
munity  under  our  Care,  from  fuch  a  Refo- 
lution  $  fince  this  would  be  highly  unjufl  to 
us,  who  truly  felt  all  the  Regard  we  owed 
to  thofe,  #ho  were  to  become  the  greateft 
Sufferers  by  the  Event.  Many  were  the 
In  fiances  we  expedbed  to  fee,  of  private 
Fraud,  and  pub  lick  Scandal,  given  by  thofe 
who  would  be  induced  to  face  the  Enemy 
in  another  Country,  only  from  the  Joy  of 
turning  their  Backs  upon  their  honed  Cre-  v 
ditors  in  this.  Nor  was  the  Evil  to  be 
confined  to  Individuals ;  the  Publick  muff 
feel  a  Lofs  too  in  fo  large  a  Draught  of 
Men,  perhaps  iome  of  the  bed  Men,  from 
our  Militia,  already  in  too  weak  a  State  to 
allow  of  any  Diminution.  Nor  ladly, 
was  it  in  the  Militia  only  that  our  Lofs 
would  be  perceived,  or  mod  perceived  ; 
it  was  in  the  working  of  our  Plantations; 

^n  the  Attendance  necedarily  given  to  our 
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feveral  Buildings  at  Times  by  thefe  People, 
in  order  to  fecure  them  from  the  Plunder 
of  our  Negroes,  that  the  Services  of  our 

o  1 

white  Men  were  mod  required  $  and  at 
that  particular  Seafon  of  the  \  ear,  the 
want  of  them  would  be  mod  iegretted. 

You  mud  not  imagine,  I  fay,  that  thefe, 
as  well  indeed  as  many  other  Inconveni¬ 
ences,  to  which  our  Country  would  dand 
expofed,  did  not  occur  to  every  Member 
prefent  on  this  Occafion.  The  Difadvan- 
tages  mud  be  evident  in  the  Minds  of 
all  ;  though  the  Danger  might  have  been 
feen  in  the  Apprehenlions  only  of  a  few. 
For  my  own  Part,  I  will  be  candid  enough 
to  confefs  all  my  Fears  at  once.  Shock¬ 
ed  at  the  Thoughts  of  giving  a  publick 
Sanction,  to  any  Indances  of  private  In¬ 
jury  and  Fraud,  I  trembled  for  the  Credit 
of  the  Ifland,  when  the  Door  fhould  be  o- 
pened  to  every  Debtor  that  would  fly  from 
Judice  y  and  pained  by  the  Profpeft  or 
private  Mifery  in  every  Parifh,  I  dreaded 
the  Defertion  of  the  only  Member  in 
many  a  poor  numerous  Family?  that  was 
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capable  of  labouring  for  their  daily  Bread. 

Under  fuch  a  Train  of  melancholy  Con- 
fequences,  I  could  not  but  confider  the 
Meafure,  we  were  about  to  take,  as  a  Step 
that  would  precipitate  us  into  a  Gulf,  of 
which  I  could  not  fee  the  Bottom ;  yet 
into  which  I  fondly  accounted  it  a  Virtue 
to  plunge  my  Country,  rather  than  not 
embrace  the  happy  Moment,  to  evince 
her  Zeal  in  fuch  a  glorious  Caufe.  With 
every  other  Member  therefore  in  the  Le- 
giflature,  I  moft  chearfully  gave  my  Vote 
for  paffing  the  i^aw  propofed ;  which  was, 
that  all  Perfons  (without  Limitation  of 
Number)  who  would  enlift  to  go  upon 
the  prefent  Expedition  againft  the  French 
Blands,  fhould  be  permitted  to  depart, 
without  obferving  any  Formalities  re¬ 
quired  by  former  Adis ;  and  from  the 
Puolication  of  this  Law,  (which  was  in  an 
Hour  after  the  Houfes  were  broke  up,) 
inouio  oc  entirely  free  from  any  Arrefl  or 
I  rocefs  of  Law  for  Debt,  of  any  Amount 
whatever :  And  moreover,  that  the  fame 
i  rivilege  and  Liberty  fhould  be  extended 

to 
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to  all  Prifoners  then  in  Goal  for  Debt, 
not  exceeding  the  Sum  of  300  1.  And 
as  it  was  by  this  time  publickly  known, 
that  the  Commodore  had  retraced  his 
former  Promife,  of  furnifhing  Tranfports 
for  the  Forces  to  be  raifed  in  this  Ifland, 
faying,  that  he  found  he  could  not  fpare 
them  ;  the  Legiflature  difdaining  to  avail 
themfelves  of  anyExcufe,  for  not  comply¬ 
ing  with  their  Part  of  the  Engagement, 
then  agreed  to  furnijh  Tranfports  at  the 
Expence  of  the  Country,  and  to  purchafe 
Provifions  for  the  People  that  fhould  en- 
lift,  to  ferve  them  from  the  Time  of  their 
embarking,  till  their  Arrival  in  the  Ene¬ 
my’s  Country,  and  joining  the  Army  ; 
added  to  all  which,  for  the  Encourage¬ 
ment  of  our  People  to  enlift,  it  was  fur¬ 
ther  agreed  to  pay  20  s.  out  of  the  Pub- 
lick  Treafury  to  each  Man,  as  foon  as  he 
appeared  on  board. 

I  think,  Sir,  I  may  in  this  Place  pro¬ 
nounce,  that  all,  that  could  be  reafon- 
ably  expe&ed  from  the  Legiflature,  was 
now  donej  and  that  more  than  this,  would 

not 
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not  have  been  confident  with  the  Free¬ 
dom, of  our  happy  Conftitution. Let  us  then 
look  without  Doors  for  the  Confequences 
of  the/e  Proceedings  within  ;  and  we 
ihall  fee  the  Spirit  amongft  the  People 
mod  readily  feconding  the  Ardour  of 
tiKii  Reprefentatives,  and  the  fuperior 
Poweis.  The  Law  in  favour  of thofe, 
who  would  enliftfor  the  Expedition,  was 
puoiifhed  (as  I  have  obferved)  in  the 
Afternoon  of  the  10th,  and  by  the  Even- 
,  ing  of  the  1 2th,  no  lefs  than  2 1 2  Men 

cd  ac  the  appointed  Rendezvouz, 
and  gave  in  their  Names  to  be  enrol¬ 
led  for  the  -Service  :  and  great  Numbers 
befide  were  faid  to  be  coming  down 
from  the  more  diftant  Parts  of  the  Eland, 
in  order  to  join  their  Countrymen  on  this 
Occafion  :  all  glad  of  quitting  their  im- 
poverithed  Tenements,  in  an  Eland  vi- 
fibly  declining  in  its  Wealth,  with  a 
View  of  betaking  themfeives  to  the 
ready  Bufinefs  (for  fo  they  flattered  their 
Imaginations)  of  Conqueft  and  Poffeffion 
in  a  rich  Enemy’s  Country ;  free  from 

the 
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the  Duns  of  Creditors ;  difengaged  from 
the  Care,  as  well  as  Burthen  of  a  Family; 
and  more  than  all,  moft  happy  in  having 
no  Diftruft  of  their  good  Fortune. 

Judge  then,  what  mud  have  been  the 
Disappointment,  the  Chagrin,  of  thefe  poor 
Fellows ;  what  the  Mortification  of  their 
Officers ;  and  how  great  the  Surprize  of 
every  body  round  them ;  when  on  the 
13th  in  the  Morning,  that  the  great  Ar¬ 
mament  was  under  Sail  for  the  glorioufiy 
intended  E  nterprize,  thele  Men  and  Offi- 
cers  were  fuddenly  dilimffed,  by  an  Order 
from  his  Excellency  Mr.  Pinfold !  No 
Reafon  was  affigned  by  that  Order ;  but 
as  there  was  no  Convoy  left  to  carry 
the  People  fafe  down  to  Martinique ,  it 
was  concluded,  all  Defign  of  taking  any 
Forces  from  this  Illand  was  laid  afide. 
Bitter  were  the  Reproaches  on  this  Pro¬ 
ceeding,  and  various  the  Conjectures  con¬ 
cerning  the  true  Caufe  of  it. — That  the 
Commodore  ffiould  leave  no  Convoy, 
could  not  be  from  his  having  no  Con¬ 
voy  to  leave ;  becaufe  there  was  a  Man  of 
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War  actually  left  behind,  to  brin?  the 
Hofpital  Ship  down,  as  foon  as  the  ap- 
peared  in  Carlijle  Bay  :  but  the  Commo¬ 
dore  (it  was  faid)  refufed  to  leave  Orders 
v.  itii  her  Captain,  to  flay  fo  much  as  jour 
Days  certain  for  our  People  j  on  the 
contrary,  if  the  Hofpital  Ship  appeared 
off  the  Bay,  even  in  anHour  after  theFleet 
hacs  failed  out  of  it,  he  was  to  come 
away  with  her  immediately.  This  Be¬ 
haviour  in  the  Commodore,  was  then 
laid  to  aiiie  from  General  Hopjons  be¬ 
coming  indifferent  to  the  Junction  of  our 
People,  after  the  Arrival  of  the  High¬ 
landers,  which  feemed  to  be  an  unex¬ 
pected  Reinforcement ;  and  it  is  certain, 
that  the  General  was  pleafed  to  tell  one 
of  the  Gentlemen  of  our  Council,  that 
he  thought,  we  had  better  difcipline  our 
Men,  before  we  fent  them  after  the  Army. 

But  from  whatever  Spring  this  Treat¬ 
ment  of  our  Country  proceeded— this 
blunt  Difmiffion  of  our  Men  after  we  had 
gone  fuch  Lengths  to  raife  them— it  be¬ 
hoved  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Alfembly, 
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as  Guardians  of  the  pulick  Honour,  as 
well  as  of  the  publick  Intereft,  not  to  let 
it  pafs  without  Inquiry.  Accordingly  up¬ 
on  the  Meeting  of  the  new  Affembly, 
which  happened  in  a  few  Months  after, 
his  Excellency  having  thought  fit  to 
fpeak  to  them  upon  the  Subject  of  this 
Expedition,  the  Houfe  mo  ft  eagerly 
catched  at  the  Occafion,  of  remonftrating; 
upon  that  ungenerous  Ufage  of  their 

Country.  His  Excellency  in  his  Speech 
was  pleafed  to  open  himfelf  in  thefe 
Terms. 

“  The  powerful  Armament  his  Ma- 
“  jefty  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
“  fend  into  thefe  Seas,  to  defend  the 
‘c  Rights  of  his  Crown  ;  to  annoy  the 
“  Enemy;  and  to  protedt  the  Trade  and 
Commerce  of  his  Subjedts;  mu  ft  have 
made  the  deepeft  Impreffion  on  your 
“  Minds,  and  is  a  convincing  Proof  of 
*'  his  invariable  Care  and  Regard  for 
thefe  his  Dominions,  and  of  his  un- 
‘  wearied  Endeavours  to  produce  a 
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fpeedy,  an  honourable,  and  a  lafling 
“  Pacification.” 

In  return  to  this,  the  Affembly  in  their 
Addrefs  expreffed  themfelves,  as  follows. 

“  It  was  with  Hearts  [thus]  faithfully 

difpofed,  as  with  Minds  deeply  impref- 
“  ^d  with  the  Importance  of  the  Oc- 
“  cafion,  we  met  your  Excellency  in  the 
4C  late  Affembly  (compofed  of  the  fame 
“  Members,  except  one  Gentleman,  who 
“  have  the  Honour  to  make  up  the  pre- 
{C  fent)  on  your  Excellency’s  firft  Sum- 
"  mons,  after  the  Arrival  of  that  power- 
“  ful  Armament  from  England ,  which 
"  you  are  pleafed  to  mention  j  in  order 
“  to  concert  fuch  Meafures  as  might  be 
“  moll  effedual  to  afiift  them  in  their 
“  grand  Defign.  And  to  your  Excel- 
{c  lency’s  own  private  Obfervation,  as  • 
(C  well  as  the  publick  Ad  we  then  un- 
“  animoufly  paffed,  we  can  appeal  j 
“  whether  in  all  which  was  at  that  time 

« 

“  propofed  to  the  Affembly,  we  did  not 
give  you,  Sir,  the  moil  convincing 

“  Proofs 


W 


[  47  ] 

“  Proofs  of  fuch  an  earned:  Attention  to 
££  his  Majefty’s  Service,  and  his  Royal 
££  Pleafure,  as  foon  prevailed  over  every 
“  partial  Attachment  to  our  more  im- 
££  mediate  Interefts  ?  And  whether  in 
££  the  Conclufion  of  that  Day’s  Proceed- 
“  ings,  we  had  regard  to  any  other  Con- 
“  fequence,  than  to  theSuccefs  and  Glory 
“  of  the  Britijh  Arms  ?  Yet,  why  all  this 
“  Zeal  and  Loyalty  in  our  Legiflative 
££  Body,  why  all  that  Ardour  which  fo 
“  immediately  appeared  upon  it  in  a 
££  Number  of  our  brave  Inhabitants, 
“  eager  to  jnlift  and  join  the  Forces  onr 
“  the  intended  Enterprize,  fhould  have 
££  been  fo  fuddenly  difappointed ;  our 
££  Aid  to  every  Eye  rejected,  and  our 
“  Men  difmiffed  without  Excufe  ?  This 
£t  is  a  Queftion  which,  though  your  Ex- 
“  cellency,  no  lefs  injured  as  we  imagine 
“  than  ourfelves,  may  not  indeed  be  able 
££  to  refolve,  is  what  it  now  behoves  this 
££  Houfe  to  offer ;  thus  called  upon  as 
“  we  are  for  juft  and  grateful  Sentiments 
<c  of  our  Sovereign’s  Favour,  of  late  fo 

<£  graciouOy 


"  gracioufly  extended  to  thefe  diftaflt 
“  Parts  of  his  Dominions.” 

I  know  that  in  the  Minds  of  many  of 
your  Corps  at  Gitadaloupe ,  if  not  in  your 
own,  a  ftrong  Jealouly  prevailed,  of  our 
Country’s  not  being  in  earned:  about  the 
Grant  of  this  Reinforcement  of  the  Na¬ 
tives  ;  but  furely,  Sir,  in  this  Paragraph 
of  their  Reprefentatives  Addrefs,  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Earneftnefs  and  Truth  breaks  out 
too  ftrongly,  not  to  take  off  every  Im¬ 
putation  of  that  Kind  from  us,  what¬ 
ever  might  remain  upon  others  in  the 
Conclufion.  The  Qucftion  mud  be  thought 
a  plain,  and  honed  one;  but  I  will  not 
anticipate  what  you  are  to  think  of  the 
Reply. — Yet  in  order  that  you  might 
form  a  proper  Judgment  of  it,  it  may 
be  neceffary  to  obferve;  that  his  Excel¬ 
lency  had,  in  another  Part  of  his  Speech 
to  the  Council  and  Affembly,  recom¬ 
mended  the  putting  our  Militia  into  a 
better  Order  and  Difcipline  :  yet  this  was 
recommended  in  general  Terms  only, 
without  the  lead  didant  Application-  to 

any 
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any  thing  in  the  prefent  Bufinefs :  as  niay 
be  feen  in  the  Speech  itfelf,  at  this  time 
in  the  Hands  of  our  Agent,  ready  to  be 
produced  when  called  for.--And  in  general 
Terms  too  it  was  the  AlTembly  promi- 
fed  their  Attention  to  that  Point,  parti¬ 
cular  only  in  a  handfome  Compliment  fa 
his  Excellency,  when  after  touching  up¬ 
on  the  Difficulty  and  Delicacy  of  the 
Undertaking,  they  faid,  they  flattered 
themfelves  with  the  Hopes  of  being  yet 
able  to  accomplifh  it  under  his  Admi- 
niftration. — Surely  nothing  in  this  Article 
could  have  poffibly  given  his  Excellency 
any  Offence  ;  and  it  was  far  from  us,  at 
the  time  of  agreeing  to  our  Addrefs,  to 
fufpedr,  that  any  thing  in  the  former 
could  have  been  taken  in  ill  Part — but 
you  will  judge  of  the  Tettiper  of  his 
Excellency’s  Anfwer  by  its  Contents, 

“  The  Neceffity  of  putting  the  Militia 
**  into  a  refpedlable  Condition  is  mofl  evi« 
“  dent,  and  will  prove  the  ffloft  effec- 
««  tual  Method  to  prevent  any  future 
“  Difappointment,  when  your  Aid  and 

D  “  Affiftance 
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“  A  Alliance  may  be  required.  I  depend 
<c  on  your  flridt  Attention  to  a  Meafure 
“  which  fo  nearly  concerns  the  Repu- 
“  tation  and  Security  of  this  ifland.” 

f  •  1  '  •  ‘ 

I  have  faid,  that  the  Queftion  in  our 
Addrels  was  plain  and  honeft  j  but  who 
will  fay  for  the  Reply,  that  it  was  diredt 
or  fatisfadtory.  The  Houfe  of  Affembly 
have  unanimoufly  voted  it  to  be  other- 
wife  ;  and  therefore  I  may  prefume  in  this 
Place,  to  ufe  my  Reafbn,  with  my  natural 
Freedom,  upon  the  Subjedt;  efpecially 
when  the  Honour  of  my  Country  is  fo 
evidently  flruck  at,  in  the  obvious,  and  (I 
will  be  bold  enough  to  call  it)  ungene¬ 
rous  Infinuation,  conveyed  under  fuch  a 
Return. 

And  here,  how  the  W ant  of  a  refpedl- 
able  Condition  in  our  Militia,  can  be 
given  as  a  Reafon  for  difmifiing  a  Num¬ 
ber  of  Men,  that  had  been  demanded,  and 
raifed,  to  join  the  Army  as  a  Reinforce¬ 
ment  ;  is  what  I  am  at  a  Lofs  to  find 
cut.  The  Demand  was  for  a  Number 
of  Men,  not  for  a  Regular  Body,  for  fuch 

was 
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was  not  to  be  looked  for  in  Barbadoes:  and 
it  was  in  the  Light  of  Irregulars  only* 
they  could  hope  to  be  accepted  or  made 
ufe  of.  I  mu  ft  therefore  inlift,  that  had 
we  been  a  Nation  of  Indians  only,  yet  ex¬ 
pert  in  taking  Aim  with  a  Firelock, 
Light  of  Heel,  and  accuftomed  to  the 
Climate,  the  Service  of  our  People  on 
fuch  an  Expedition,  in  fuch  a  Part  of 
the  World,  would  have  been  acceptable; 
though  the  Name  of  a  Militia  had  been 
never  fo  much  as  heard  of  amongft  us. 
Thus  much  is  juftly  due  to  our  Men  : 
and  now  for  the  Officers  (there  being 
three  only  appointed  to  have  Command  in 
thisfmall  Body,  viz.  a  Colonel,  Lieutenant 
Colonel,  and  Major)  they  were  equally 
unexceptionable ;  the  two  former  were 
young  Gentlemen  of  Fortune,  and  the 
Major  a  Man  of  Experience  in  the  Pro- 
feffion  of  Arms :  all  of  the  Governor’s 
own  Appointment ;  and  all  afterwards, 
thought  deferving  of  his  Excellency  s  and 
the  Council’s  Thanks,  joined  with  thofe 
of  the  Affembly,  for  the  Tender  of  their 
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oci  vice  upon  this  Occafion,  But  it  may  be 
faid,  and  with  too  much  Truth  too,  (for  it 
was  Jpoken  to  one  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Council)  that  General  HopfonhsA  thrown  a 
flight  upon  our  People  for  being  defeitive 
in  Difciphne ;  though,  by  theWay,  I  never 
heard  that  they  were  reviewed  by  Gene¬ 
ral  Hopfon ,  any  more  than  by  the  Go¬ 
vernor:  yet  it  is  alfo  certain,  that  the  brave 
and  fortunate  General,  who  fucceeded  to 
the  Command  of  the  Army  upon  the 
Deceafe  of  Hopfon,  did  them  the  Ho¬ 
nour  to  apply  for  their  Affiftance,  un- 
difciplined  as  they  were ;  fince  he  had 
the  Judgment  to  know,  that  for  the 
Service  of  Rangers,  into  Parties  of  which 
the  Forces  were  of  Neceffity  to  be 
continually  formed  ;  thefe  white-jacket 
Fellows,  ufed  to  their  Guns  in  the  hot 
Sun  for  Days  together,  and  fparing  in 
their  Diet,  W’ere  equal,  I  will  not  prefume 
to  fay  fuperior,  to  the  regular  Troops. 

How  then  could  the  Fault,  of  thefe 
People  not  being  fent  down  after  the 
Army,  be  imputed  to  the  State  of  our  Mi- 

4  litia. 
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litia,  bad  as  it  may  be  ?  For  whatever 
Difficulties  might  have  appeared  on  that 
Sideatfirft,orinthe  Courfe  of  railing  Men  j 
all  thefe  were  happily  furmounted ;  and 
the  Men  flood  ready  in  a  Body  for  the  Ser¬ 
vice.  The  Reprefentatives  of  their  Coun¬ 
try,  therefore,  could  not ;  without  feeming 
blind  to  the  true  Senfe  of  Things,  as 
well  as  dead  to  all  the  Spirit  of  Freedom  ; 
fuffer  fuch  an  Infinuation,  to  the  Difad- 
vantage  of  the  Community,  to  pats  without 
a  proper  Obfervation. 

The  Houfe  therefore,  in  lefs  than  half 
an  Hour’s  Debate  upon  the  Subjedt,  came 
uanimoully  into  the  following  Refolution. 

“  Refolved, 

“  That  the  Anfwer,  fent  down  by  his 
tc  Excellency  to  that  Part  of  this  Affem- 
“  bly’s  late  Addrefs  prefented  to  him, 
“  relating  to  the  Difappointment  of  the 
«  Officers  and  Men  who  appeared  ready 
<c  to  join  his  Majefty’s  Forces  on  the 
*c  intended  Enterprise  againft  Mar  unt¬ 
il  que }  and  the  other  Franco  brands,  jS 
a  by  no  means  fatisfaBory 
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Bat  natural  as  this  fpirited  Refolutioo. 
was  in  the  Affembly,  and  unneceffary  as 
any  Sanction  may  bethought  for  it 5  yet 
to  give  the  fulled:  Conviction  to  yourfelf, 
and  the  Publick,  upon  this  Head ;  I  am 
rejoiced  at  the  Opportunity,  of  inferring 
the  Opinions  of  three  of  the  elder  Mem¬ 
bers  of  Council  alfo ;  which  may  very 
well  pafs  for  an  Opinion  of  the  Majority, 
at  lead,  of  that  Board,  upon  the  prefent 
Queftion. — This,  Sir,  appears  in  a  Let¬ 
ter  from  the  Committee  of  Correfpon- 
dence,  compofed  of  three  Members  of 
the  Council,  and  four  of  the  Affembly, 
to  their  Agent  in  England ;  where,  after 
enumerating  the  fcveral  Particulars  before 
related,  in  the  Juftification  of  our  Coun¬ 
try,  viz.  the  Steps  we  had  taken  to  raife 
the  Men,  and  the  Succefs  attending 
thofe  Endeavours;  General  Hopforis  Ex- 
preffion,  which  mark’d  his  Indifference 
about  our  People;  and  the  Commodore’s 
Refufai,  either  to  furnifh  Tranfports  in 
the  did  place,  or  leave  fo  much,  as  a 
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Convoy  in  the  laft;  from  whence  it  was 
fuppofed,  his  Excellency’s  Difmifiion  of 
the  Men  enfued  :  after  all  thefe  Particulars, 

*  i*  t  ;  , 

the  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  proceed 
to  fay  j 

«  But  here  we  cannot  help  expreffing 
<c  our  very  great  Surprize,  at  obferving 
tc  the  Anfwer  his  Excellency  was  pleafed 
tc  to  return  to  the  Addrefs  of  the  Affem- 
«  bly ;  which  indirectly  lays  the  B;ame 
«  0f  the  Difappointment  complained  of, 
<c  concerning  the  Forces  from  this  Iiianu, 
«  Upon  the  want  of  a  more  refpedable 
«  Condition  in  the  State  of  our  Militia. 
“  Now,  in  what  manner  his  Excellency 
tc  can  reconcile  this  Charge  upon  out 
“  Community,  with  the  foregoing  1  •*£"- 
«  ticulars,  (for  the  Truth  of  which  we 
“  might  prefume  even  upon  his  own 
< c  Teftimony)  we  are  at  a  Lois  to  fay. 
«  However,  the  Affembly,  immediately 
tc  upon  the  reading  of  that  unexpected 
tc  Anfwer  to  the  Queftion,  which  they 
tc  thought  themfelves  obliged,  in  Duty 

ft  to  their  Country,  to  offer  in  their  Ad- 
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(f  drefs;  came  unanimoufly  into  the  fol- 
“  lowing  Refolution.” 

Then  giving  the  aforefaid  Refolution, 
in  the  Terms  expreffed  as  above,  they 
Conclude  with  this  pertinent  and  juft  Re¬ 
mark  ;  “  And  how  far  this  Refolution  is 
"  confonant  to  the  Tranfadtions  we  have 
before  related,  and  to  the  very  Jlrong 
“  Appearances  of  Blame ,  which  lye  with 
cc  others  in  the  Courfe  oj  them-,  we  leave  to 
“  the  Decifion  of  every  impartial  Judg- 
f‘  ment.” 

Now,  permit  me  to  return  to  theTimeof 
the  Fleet  and  Army’s  proceedingon  the  Ex¬ 
pedition  ;  and  the  Difgrace  put  upon  our 
Countrymen,  by  fuch  a  ftrange  Difmif- 
fion.  And  here,  rejedled  and  repulfed,  in 
our  very  warmeft  Efforts  for  the  Caufe  ;  it 
would  not  have  been  furprizing,  if  we  had 
repaid  the  Mockery  and  Contempt,  that 
had  been  fhewn  us,  by  a  fuitableDifregard 
and  Indifference,  to  whatever  related  to 
the  Expedition,  for  the  Time  to  come. 
Rnt  this  was  not  the  Temper  of  Mind,  in 
which  we  parted  with  fo  many  of  our  brave 

Fellow- 
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Fellow-Subjedtsj  who,  at  theRifk  of  their 
Lives,  were  going  to  plant  Laurels  in  our 
Neighbourhood,  on  fo  difficult  and  dan¬ 
gerous  a  Ground. 

In  Truth,  our  Refentment,  warm  as  it 
was,  was  yet  confined  to  a  few  j  and  the 
many  ffiared  nothing,  but  our  warmed 
Wifhes  for  their  Safety  and  Succefs.  We 
lamented  indeed,  that  we  had  not  been 
permitted  to  affift  the  Army,  in  all  that 
we  were  difpofed  to  do:  yet  we  were  not 
the  lefs  difpofed  to  ferve  it  dill,  as  far  as 
the  Occafion  offered;  and  where  thofe, 
who  had  the  Power  to  controul,  would 
fhew  an  equal  Pleafure  to  concur,  and  carry 
*nto  effeffc. 

* 

With  our  Eyes  then  anxioufly  fixt  upon 

your  various  Fortune  j  and  with  Hearts 
that  faithfully  beat  to  every  good  or  ill  Re¬ 
port,  that  found  its  way  from  you  to  Bar- 
badoes ;  we  refolved,  upon  the  fir  ft  Notice 
of  your  Diftrefs,  for  want  of  freffi  Provi- 
lions  for  the  lick  and  drooping  Soldiery, 
to  fend  a  generous  Supply,  without  Delay, 
to  Guadaloupe.  Accordingly  in  the  Ploufe 
of  Affembly,  where  the  Thing  was  moved 

for, 
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for,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up 
a  proper  Bill  for  the  Occafion ;  and  Notice 
being  given  to  the  upper  Houfe,  then  fit¬ 
ting,  of  our  Intention,  and  the  Propofal  ‘ 
being  moft  chearfully  embraced,  a  Cotn- 
rnitteeoftheCouncilwas  joined  to  us,  in  or- 
dertoaffifl  in  bringing  in  the  Bill :  And  we 
were  fo  happy,  as  not  only  to  fee  the  Meafure 
pais  moil:  cordially  within  Doors,  but  uni- 
verfally  approved  and  applauded  without. 

By  this  Law,  the  Inhabitants  were 
obliged  to  furniili  fuch  a  Number  of 

O 

Pounds  of  live  Mutton,  Beef,  or  Poultry, 
in  Proportion  for  the  Number  of  Acres 
they  poffefled  ;  limiting  this  Contribution 
to  the  Poflefl'ors  of  no  lefs  than  50  Acres 
of  Land;  that  none  might  feel  the  Weight 
of  it,  but  thofe,  who  were  perfe&ly  well 
able  to  bear  it ;  and  thereby  too  moil  hap¬ 
pily  ferving  the  poorer  Inhabitants,  who, 
upon  fo  large  a  Demand  of  Poultry,  im¬ 
mediately  raifed  the  Prices  upon  the  Weal¬ 
thier,  and  got  a  lucky  Penny  by  the  Bar¬ 
gain.  A  like  proportionable  Quantity  of 
thefe  Provifions  was  laid  upon  the  Owners 
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of  Houfes  in  the  Towns,  of  fuch  an  yearly 
Value  ;  properly  limited  with  Regard  to 
the  Houlholders  of  an  inferior  Order :  and 
certain  Penalties  were  provided,  to  inforce 

Obedience  to  the  Law. 

*  ■  > 

But  fuch  was  the  Chearfulnefs,  with 
which  this  generous  Supply  was  raifed; 
that  a  much  greater  Quantity  of  thefe 
Provifions  were  fent  down  to  the  Receiver, 
than  what  the  Law  enjoined  ;  few  People 
of  the  larger  Pofleffions  contributing  fo 
little  as  their  Quota,  and  fome  Particulars 
almoft  doubling  their  Proportion.  By  this 
Means,  however,  great  Numbers  of  the 
feathered  Stock  died,  foon  after  they  were 
put  on  board  the  Veflels,  for  want  of  pro¬ 
per  Room.  The  amount  of  the  Provilions 
enjoined  by  Law,  was  computed  to  fome- 
thing  near  noo/.  and  the  Charge  of 
tranfporting  them  to  Guadaloupe ,  which 
was  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treafury, 
amounted  to  400/. 

Now,  Sir,  although  I  fhould  not  urge 
fuch  a  Tribute  as  this,  as  any  extraordinary 
Proof  of  our  Loyalty  and  Zeal  for  his 
Majelly’s  Service}  yet  furely  I  may  infill 
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upon  it,  as  an  Indance  of  a  truly  benevo* 
lent  Spirit,  that  prefides  amongd  us,  to¬ 
wards  our  Fellow-Subjedts  j  and  which 
entitles  us  to  a  very  different  Character, 
from  what  our  new  Acquaintance  Capt. 
Gardiner  has  taken  fo  much  Pains,  to  give 
of  us  to  his  Friends  in  England.  Such  a 
a  Bounty  as  I  have  mentioned,  and  be- 
dowed  in  fuch  a  lively  Manner,  mud: 
have  flowed  from  Hearts,  indeed,  very 
differently  affedted  from  what  that  gloomy 
Gentleman  has  depidtured,  viz.  “  aching, 
<c  not  out  of  affedlionate  Concern  for 
thefe  brave  Fellows  of  our  Country, 
who  were  going  in  a  way  to  be  knock’d 
on  the  Head,  but  for  fear  the  Enemy 
fliould  not  be  drong  enough  to  beat 
“  their  Brains  out  as  fad  as  we  could 
“  with.”  Inhuman  Sentiment !  fuch  as 
our  very  Slaves  are  Strangers  to  j  and 
which,  with  one  Confent,  we  throw  with 
Indignation  back  again,  to  the  one  only 
favage  Bread  we  know  difpofed  to  foder, 
as  being  ever  capable  of  conceiving  it. 

You  will  excufe  me,  that  I  am  going 

to 
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to  dwell  any  longer  on  this  Subject,  I 
mean,  the  Prefent  of  Provifions  to  your 
Army ;  which  I  know,  in  Point  of  De¬ 
licacy,  I  ought  to  drop  as  loon  as  pofiible. 
But  I  fear  I  lhall  be  deficient  in  the  prefent 
Duty,  which  I  have  laid  upon  my  Pen,  if 
I  decline,  in  Honour  to  the  Illand,  to  pub¬ 
lish  the  Thanks,  which  you.  Sir,  and  the 
Commodore,  were  pleafed  to  fend  us  on 
this  Occafion  ;  and  which  we  received  at 
the  Hands  of  our  Governor.  I  beg  leave 
therefore  to  fet  down  here,  the  laft  Sen¬ 
tence  in  his  Excellency’s  Speech  to  the 
Council  and  Afifembly,  (which  was  intro¬ 
duced  before,)  that  contains  this  generous 
Return ;  fince  a  very  material  Purpofe  will 
be  ferved,  by  fome  of  the  Contents  of  a 
Paragraph  in  the  Addrefs  of  the  Afiembly, 
in  anfwer  to  this  Part  of  his  Excellency’s 
Speech  •,  which  I  lhall  take,  the  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  inferting,  after  what  imme¬ 
diately  follows. 

“  The  Afts  lately  palled  for  the  Affift- 
“  ance  and  Support  of  his  Majefty’s 
*'  Forces,  are  evident  Proofs  of  your 

“  Zeal 
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“  Zeal  to  promote  his  Service,  and  your 
“  Readinefs  to  encourage  thofe  engaged 
“  in  an  Expedition  of  great  Importance 
“  to  the  Publick :  And  it  is  with  Plea- 
“  fure  I  embrace  the  Opportunity  not  only 
“  to  declare  my  entire  Satisfaction  to  that 
“  Part  of  your  ConduCt,  but  alfo  to  in- 
“  form  yee  that  I  am  defired  by  the  Ge- 
“  neral  and  Commodore  to  return  yee 
“  the  Thanks  of  the  Army  and  Navy 
“  for  that  ample,  kind,  and  moft  feafon- 
“  able  Supply.” 

Here,  although  highly  gratified  with 
this  Teftimony,  of  your  kind  Acceptance 
of  our  late  well-meant  Endeavours  for 
the  Army’s  Service ;  yet  we  were  far 
from  being  fatisfied  with  what  we  had 
done  to  aid  the  Expedition,  fhort  as  it  wras 
of  our  Ambition  to  be  honoured  with  a 
nobler  Share.  By  the  fame  Ship,  which 
brought  us  the  firft  certain  Account  of 
the  Diftrefs  of  the  Army  for  w’ant  of 
Provifions,  we  had  your  earned  Appli¬ 
cation  (upon  fucceeding  to  the  Command 
at  Guadaloupe )  for  a  Reinforcement  of 

Men 
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Men  from  this  Ifland  ;  accompanied  with 
your  Orders  to  the  King’s  Agent,  to  hire 
tranfport  Veflels,  and  purchafe  Proviiions 
for  them  at  the  King’s  Expence,  and 
alfo  to  allow  them  20  s.  for  each  Man, 
or  their  embarking  :  And  the  Law,  which 
had  been  made  in  Favour  of  the  People, 
who  were  defirous  of  enlifting  upon  this 
Service,  upon  the  firft  Arrival  of  the  Ar¬ 
mament,  ftill  fubfifting  in  its  full  Force ; 
our  Governor,  on  this  Occafion,  had 
Drums  beating  through  every  Town, 
for  Volunteers  to  join  the  Army,  as  had 
been  propofed  before.  But  fuch,  and  fo 
great  was  the  Spirit  of  Refentment  amongft 
the  People,  on  the  Remembrance  of  their 
late  ill  Treatment;  when  they  Were  called 
upon  for  the  fame  Occafion,  and  when 
they  obeyed  the  Call  with  an  Alacrity  fo 
fhamefully  abufed ;  that  no  Endeavours 
could  prevail  on  them,  to  look  that  way 
again  :  and  I  believe  I  am  within  the 
Truth,  when  I  fay,  that  not  one  Man 

appeared,  to  offer  to  enlift,  in  any  of  the 
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This 


f 


ff 

<  I 


kX.. ' 


WK 


[64] 

This  was  a  painful  Circumftance  to  every 
W ell-wifher  to  his  Majefty’s  Service  in  Bar - 
badoes ;  and  fo  particularly  grievous  to  the 
Houfe  of  Alfembly,  that  when  they  came 
to  clofe  their  Addrefs  to  the  Governor, 
with  fome  Return  for  the  polite  Acknow¬ 
ledgments,  that  were  made  the  Ifland  by 
yourfelf  and  Com.  Moore ;  their  Diffatis- 
fadtion  could  not  be  reftrained  from 
breaking  out,  in  fome  few  Ihort,  but  bitter 
Lamentations,  on  the  Score  of  this  their 
fecond  Difappointment.  In-  Reply  then 
to  the  laft  Part  juft  quoted  of  his  Ex¬ 
cellency’s  Speech,  the  Aflembly  conclu¬ 
ded  their  Addrefs  to  him  in  thefe  exprefs 
Terms. 

“  The  Aft  fo  lately  patTed  for  railing 
“  a  large  Supply  of  freOr  Provifions  for 
“  the  Ule  of  his  Majefty’s  Forces,  is  an 
“  undeniable  Evidence  of  the  Truth  of 
“  that  Zeal,  which  (till  continues  to  ani- 
“  mate  our  Legillative  Body  for  his  Ser- 
“  vice  on  this  great  Occafton.  But  we 
“  cannot,  without  Grief,  obferve,  that 
“  Spirit  of  Enterprise  in  the  Inhabi- 

“  tants. 
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*c  tan ts,  which  fo  well  feconded  our 
(l  former  Efforts  to  aflift  the  Army,  now 
“  fo  fatally  deprefied  by  the  firfl  unfor- 
,c  tunate  Repulfe,  as  not  to  be  raifed 
“  again  by  all  your  Excellency’s  late  En- 
“  deavours  for  that  defirable  End.  We  are. 
“  however,  happy  to  find  that  the  Sup- 
“  ply  of  live  Stock,  fent  down  to  the 
“  Support  of  the  Army  and  Navy  at 
“  Guadaloupe ,  proved  both  an  ample 
<c  and  a  feafonable  Relief  to  them,  and 
“  had  obtained  fo  grateful  an  Acceptance 
“  from  their  Chief  Commanders  ;  yet 
“  pleafing  as  the  Acknowledgements  of 
“  the  General  and  Commodore,  on  this 
“  Occafion,  are  efieemed  to  be,  we  feel 
£<  the  Plealure,  Sir,  confiderably  height- 
ct  ened  to  us,  by  the  engaging  Circum- 
“  fiance  of  your  Excellency’s  own  Ap- 
<c  plaufe.” 

From  this  Period  to  the  Time  of  the 

Redudlion  of  Guadaloupe ,  I  confefs,  I  have 
nothing  better  to  fay  in  Behalf  of  my 

Countrymen,  than  that  they  continued  in- 
fiant  with  their  good  Wifhes  for  your  Suc- 

E  ce  fs . 
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cefs.  But  when  the  News  of  that  arrived, 
if  Capt.  Gardiners  Preface  is  to  be  trailed, 
nothing  but  Difcontent  and  Diffatisfadlion 
was  to  be  feen  amongil  us ;  the  Conqueil 
was  cryed  out  upon  as  inglorious  j  and 
the  Officers  concerned  in  it  reproached 
with  Virulence.  How  fhocked  methinks 
I  fee  my  Countrymen,  as  they  review  this 
Charge  againft  the  Bland !  For  if  the 
Writer  of  the  prefent  Letter,  has  yet 
been  able  to  acquire  the  Credit  he  has 
fludy’d  to  deferve ;  you  have  here  his  Word 
for  it,  and  this  can  be  attefted  by  a  thou- 
fand  Witneffes  in  Barbadoes ,  that  the  very 
Reverie  of  what  the  Captain  charges  is  the 
Truth.  Never  did  any  Occafion  fpread 
a  more  univerfal  Face  of  Joy  over  a 
Country,  than  did  the  News  of  the  Capi¬ 
tulation  of  Guadaloupe  over  this  Iiland. 
On  the  Evening  that  it  was  brought, 
the  Town  was  illuminated  ;  the  Mob  got 
together  to  huzza  ;  and  their  Betters  af- 
{’enabled  to  drink  Healths.  In  one  Houfe 
particularly  in  the  Town,  no  lefs  than 
co  of  the  principal  Merchants  and  Gen- 
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tlemen  in  the  Neighbourhood  met,'  and 
with  its  hofpitable  Mafter,  one  of  the  moft 
loyal  Servants  of  the  Crown,  long  known 
amongft  us,  poured  off  their  full  Libations 
in  Honour  to  the  Occafion ;  and  to  the 
Health  of  every  worthy  Officer  engaged 
in  it,  that  in  their  Hearts  they  thought 
deferred  the  Tribute  of  their  grateful 
Offerings.  And  foon  after  this,  the  whole 
Legiflature  agreed  to  join  in  one  Addrefs 
of  Congratulation  to  his  Majefty,  upon  the 

fame  joyful  Subject. 

That  there  were  Difcon tents,  however, 

to  be  obferved  amongft  us,  about  the  fame 
Time,  and  on  the  Score  too  of  fome  Part  or 
the  Advices  we  received  from  Guadaloupe, 
with  the  Advice  of  its  Surrender,  I  ac¬ 
knowledge  :  But  I  muft  infift,  that  none 
of  thefe  Difcontents  arofe  from  any  Dil- 
fatisfadion  with  the  Movements,  that 
were  under  your  Command  j  nor  dk  vu, 
complain  the  Conqueft  was  incompleat, 
for  any  thing  that  could  be  fubdued  by 
your  Attempt.  The  Objeds  of  our  further 
Whites,  lay  not  within  the  Reach  of  1  u - 

qnetrv  \  nor  would  yield  to  the  moft 
1  '  I?  „  home 
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home  Impreffions  of  the  Bayonet.  We 
had  therefore  nothing  on  your  Side,  to  take 
us  off  from  the  fincereft  Joy  and  Gratu- 
lation  }  and  we  admitted  not  any  thing 
fi  om  a  different  Quarter  to  fupprefs  it. 

As  for  the  Terms  of  the  Capitula¬ 
tion  ;  whatever  might  be  the  Objedions 
raifed  againft  them  in  any  of  the  other 
Iflands,  (which  I  know  not  of);  fure  I 
am,  that  no  Cavil,  no  Murmur,  was  ever 
heard  amongft  the  People  of  Barbadoes 
upon  that  Account.  We  had  none  of  us 
our  Bags  ready  for  any  unwarrantable,  or 
ungenerous  Purchafes  at  Guadeloupe  ;  and 
therefore  we  felt  no  Difappointment  at 
not  coming  in  for  any  Share  of  the  Spoil  : 
on  the  contrary,  we  looked  upon  the  Sur¬ 
render  of  Guadeloupe,  on  the  Conditions 
agreed  to  by  yourfelf,  as  a  mod  defirable 
Event.  We  were  fenfible,  that  an  entire 
Conqueft  of  the  Ifland,  and  an  utter  Ex¬ 
pulsion  of  the  Inhabitants,  was  a  Work 
too  great  for  the  little  Force  under  your 
Command;  and  we  were  far  from  being 
deteimmed  in  our  own  Minds,  that  fuch 
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an  Event  would  have  been  the  raoft 
eligible,  had  the  Event  been  even  in  our 
own  Eledlion.  Such  a  Reduction  of  the 
Country,  might  have  ferved  particular 
and  private  Interefts,  I  own;  but  that  the 
general  Intereft,  the  Good  of  the  Nation, 

I  * 

would  have  been  promoted  by  it,  I  am 
not  fo  clear.  Sure  I  now  am,  the  Nation 
feels,  and  greatly  feels,  the  Benefit  of  the 
Acquifition,  under  the  prefent  Tenure; 
and  that  the  bare  Sovereignty  of  the  Ifland, 
is  not  the  only  Advantage,  which  the 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  reaps  from  the 
P olfeffion  of  Guadaloupe.  Had  the  old 
Inhabitants  been  expelled,  and  only  our 
own  People  permitted  to  make  Settle¬ 
ments  ;  confidering  the  Difperfion  of  the 
Negroes,  the  ruined  Condition  of  the  E- 
ftates,  and  the  utter  Demolition  of  the 
Town;  how  long muft it  have  been,  before 
a  new  Colony  could  have  compenfated  to 
to  the  Nation,  for  the  Charge  and  Blood- 
fhed  it  mufc  have  coif,  to  gain,  and  af¬ 
terwards  keep  Poffeffion  of  the  Bland  ? 
Whereas  by  taking  the  Dominion  only  of 
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the  Country  into  our  Hands,  every  thing 
returned  again  at  once  into  its  former  flou- 
rifhing  State;  and  not  only  the  Crown  en¬ 
joys  the  Fruits  of  it  in  a  plentiful  Revenue 
from  their  Produce,  but  the  Trade  of  the 
Nation  finds  a  wonderful  Increafe  from 
fuch  a  Vent :  So  that  whatever  Bounty 
really  flowed  from  you  to  the  poor  con¬ 
quered  People  in  the  Articles  of  Capitu¬ 
lation,  1  confider  as  returning  back  again 
to  your  Country,  in  the  full  Tide  of 
Wealth  and  Opulence,  that  has  newly 
rifen  to  its  trading  Intereil  from  this 
happy  Source. 

Here  was  the  honeft  Ground  of  our 
Exultation  at  your  Succefs.  But  Captain 
Gar  dine?'  will  be  furprized  at  my  Report, 
and  be  led  perhaps  to  doubt  the  Truth  of 
it,  from  a  Recolledion  of  his  own  gene¬ 
rous  Argument,  to  prove  that  we  mufi 
have  repined  at  the  Redu&ion  of  any  of 
the  French  Illands  in  our  Neighbourhood  ; 
becaufe  “  we  feared  a  Reduction  in  the 
!c  Value  of  our  Plantations,  in  our  own 
“  IJlands ,  as  fo  great  a  Quantity  of  Sugar 

cc  would 
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tc  would  then  be  added  for  the future  to  the 
“  Englijh  Market ,  which  of  courfe  would 
“  beat  down  the  Prices  of  that  Commodity  to 
«  them."  This  Evil  we  indeed  had  Rea- 
fon  to  fear ;  nor  is  it  the  only  Evil  we 
might  complain  of,  fince  the  taking  of 
Guadaloupe.  We  have  feen  all  the  Cafh 
drained  out  of  our  Country,  to  be  carryed 
down  thither,  to  purchafe  the  Produce  of 
that  Iiland  at  cheaper  Rates  than  we  can 
afford  our  own  ;  and  we  can  get  no  Pro- 
vifions  landed  here  for  Sale,  after  the 
Veffels  loaded  with  them,  have  made  this 
their  firft  Port  in  the  Weft -Indies  from 
North  America ;  unlefs  we  will  agree  to 
give  the  higheft  Prices  for  them  ;  fuch  as 
fhall  amount  to  fomething  like  a  Premium 
to  the  Traders,  for  obliging  us  with  the 
Preference  ;  confident  as  they  always  feem 
to  be,  of  finding  a  better  Market  for  their 
Goods,  if  they  would  proceed  with  them 
to  Guadaloupe.  And  even  after  we  have 
yielded  to  their  own  Prices  for  the  Pro- 
vifions,  we  muff  fubmit  to  the  yet  harder 
Terms,  of  having  our  Rum  and  Sugar  re- 

E  4  fufed 
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fuled  by  them  in  Payment ;  and  nothing 
bat  our  Cafh  will  ferve  their  Purpofe. 

Such  have  been  the  Difadvantages  we 
have  laboured  under  in  Barbadoes ,  fmce 
Guadeloupe  was  in  the  PolTeffion  of  the 
Bnglijh.  And  if  fuch  has  been  the  Lot  be¬ 
fallen  us,  from  the  Acquifition  of  one 
conquerable  lfland  belonging  to  the  Enemy 
inoui  Neighbourhood j  what  maybe  the 
unhappy  Confequence  of  Barbadoes ,  fhould 


we  acqure  another :  If  we  fuffer  thus  from 
Guadeloupe ,  what  may  we  not  expect  to 
feel  j  fhould  her  fair  Sifter  Martinique  be 
be  added  to  our  Conquefts,  and  become 


a  lecona  formidable  Rival  to  the  Interefts 
of  this  poor,  barren,  and  perhaps  deferted 
Itie  !  Yet  behold  the  Virtue  of  our  Legi- 
flature  ;  not  only  rejoicing  with  their  So¬ 
vereign,  for  theSuccefs  of  his  Arms  againft 
Guadeloupe  ;  but  wifhing,  nay  prefuming 
to  recommed  it  to  hisMajefty,  to  pufh  the 
Conquetl  on  to  Mart  ini q  ue.  This,  Sir, 
you  will  fee  in  the  following  Addrefs  j  but 
you  will  find  by  it,  that  we  have  better 
!  lopes,  than  what  might  be  collected  from 
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the  foregoing  Account  of  a  compleat  Re¬ 
duction  of  the  French  Illands  near  us. 
For  prejudicial  as  the  Acquifition  of  them 
muft  prove  in  part  to  the  immediate  In- 
terefts  of  Barbadoes ;  yet  to  let  them,  un- 
difturbed  as  formerly,  remain  and  prof- 
per  in  the  Hands  of  the  Enemy,  would 
in  time  be  far  more  detrimental  to  us  : 
In  the  Hands  of  the  Eng/i/h ,  they  would' 
lop  off  fome,  or  all  indeed,  of  our  luxu¬ 
riant  Boughs  j  but  with  the  French ,  they 
may  at  length  deftroy  us  Root  and 
Branch. — The  following  is  the  Addrefs  I 
promifed  you  in  the  former  Part  of  my 

m/ 

Letter;  and  which  (except  in  one  aukward 
Line  that  I  fhall  mark,  the  Effedt  of  Jea- 
ioufy  at  bellowing  Praife  where,  in  the 
original  Defign,  it  was  not  meant)  I 
hope  I  may  be  juftified  in  faying,  does 
Honour  to  our  Country,  equally  for  the 
Elegance  of  its  Compofition,  as  for  the 
Spirit  of  Loyalty  and  national  Love,  that 
breathe  in  it  throughout. 
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To  the  KING. 


t(  May  it  pieafe  your  Majefty, 

“We  your  Majefty’s  molt  dutiful  Sub¬ 
jects  of  the  Ifland  of  Barbadoes  ;  the 
Governor,  Council,  and  Reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  People  ;  humbly  beg  leave 
to  congratulate  your  Majefty  upon  the 
Succefs  of  your  Arms,  in  the  Reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  French  Illands  of  Gua- 
daloupe ,  Grande-Terre ,  Defeada,  and_the 
Saints. 

“  The  diftinguifhed  Valour  of  the 
Soldiers  of  Britain ,  has  glorioufly  main¬ 
tained  its  Character  in  this  important 
Conqueft,  nor  has  that  of  fuch  of  the 
Seamen  as  were  in  Action  upon  this  Oc~ 
cafon  been  lefs  glorious ,  while  the  Ad¬ 
vantages  arising  to  our  Mother-Coun¬ 
try  ;  the  greateft  Security  of  thefe  her 
Colonies ;  the  Lofs  to  France ,  and  the 
Diftrefs  to  the  reft  of  her  Poffeffions 
in  thefe  Seas,  are  illuftrious  Teftimo- 
nies  of  the  great  Wifdom  of  your  Ma- 


“  jetty’s 


.  M-A-b  :v 


[  75  1 

£c  jefty’s  Councils,  in  the  Deftination  of 
“  the  Enterprize. 

“  Nor  is  that  Wifdom  lefs  confpicuous 
“  in  the  Plan  of  the  Execution.  In  vain 
“  had  the  Rigours  of  Winter  fufpended 
“  the  Acftivity  of  your  Majefty’s  Forces 
<c  at  home :  the  natural  Powers  of  a 
“  maritime  Kingdom  were  exerted ;  and, 
“  anticipating  the  flow  Return  of  Sea- 
«  fons,  the  War  was  immediately  car- 
“  ried  into  Summer  Countries.  At  the 
<c  fame  time  the  Heats  of  our  America 
c<  were  mitigated,  and  the  Refrefli- 
“  ments  in  the  greateft  Plenty  :  while 
t£  other  the  mod  prudent  Meafures  were 
c{  concerted,  to  preferve  the  Health  of 
“  the  Army  in  a  fultry  Climate,  fo  fre- 
“  auently  fatal  to  the  Troops  of  Europe. 

“  Thefe  Cares;  humane,  as  wife;  have 
“  been  bleffed  by  Providence  with  a 
“  happy  Event :  and  the  Enemy,  difap- 
“  pointed  in  their  Hopes  from  Sicknefs 
“  and  Difeafe,  have  been  compelled  to 
“  yield  to  the  Bravery  and  Condudf  of 
your  Majefty’s  Forces. 

“  We 
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■'  We  pray  your  Majefty  to  permit  us 
"  to  hail  this  firft  Succefs,  as  only  a  pro- 

“  Pltious  Beginning.  We  truft  to  be 
entirely  delivered  from  our  moft  dan- 

“  §erous  Enemies  in  Time  of  War;  and 
“  our  moft  fuccefsful  Rivals  in  Time  of 
Peace.  No  more  then,  will  the  Royal 
“  AttentIon  be  fatigued  hereafter,  with 

our  Complaints  of  Ufurpation  and  In- 

croachments :  No  more,  will  the  Re- 
drefs,  not  to  be  denied  in  Europe  to  your 
“  Majefty’s  warm  Remonftrances,  be 
“  eluded  in  the  Weft-Indies }  by  mean 

<c  and  no  doubt,  pre-concerted  Evafjons 
“  and  Subterfuges. 

“  Confcious  of  your  Majefty ’s  paternal 
Care  of  thefe  diftant  Parts  of  vour  ex- 


tenuve  Uominions,  our  Hearts  over- 
“  flow  with  Gratitude ;  and  we  indulge 
a  foothing  Refledlion,  that  the  attentive 
and  capacious  Genius,  which  thus  averts 
or  alleviates  the  Calamities  of  War, 
will  be  employed  in  the  Days  of  Peace, 

“  to  Imke  us  a  happy  and  a  flourifhin* 
“  Colony. 


a 


That 
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1  hat  your  Majefty’s  Arms  may  be 
"  univerfally  fuccefsful,  ’till  their  Glory 
“  fliall  be  crowned  by  a  folid  Peace,  is 
the  conftant  Objeift  of  our  ardent 
“  Wifhes.  May  every  other  Felicity  at¬ 
tend  your  Royal  Perfon  and  Progeny, 
“  that  can  be  granted  by  Heaven  to  the 
“  Prayers  of  the  mod  loyal  and  grateful 
“  Subjects,  for  the  bell:  and  moll  benefi- 
**  cent  of  Kings.” 

Prompted  to  this  Performance,  by  no 
Ambition  of  difplaying  my  Talent  as  a 
Writer  j  I  have  been  looking  impatiently 
for  the  happy  Moment,  happy  to  you 
too,  when  I  might  lay  down  my  Pen. 
But  being  engaged  thus  far,  and  in  fo 
good  a  Caufe,  I  own  I  feel  a  little  of  that 
Ardour,  which  is  fo  ftrongly  painted  by 

the  Latin  Poet,  where  he  defcribes  the 
Chief  j 

Nil  a£ium  reput ans,  ft  quid  fuper  ejjet  agendum , 

I  cannot  account  any  thing  I  have  faid  to 
be  of  Moment,  whilft  any  thing  of  Mo¬ 


ment 
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ment  yet  remains  for  me  to  fay.  And 
now  I  rauft  declare  to  you,  that  provok¬ 
ing  as  Captain  Gardiner  s  abufive  Preface 
is  j  and  fair  as  theOccalion  is  from  thence 
to  enter  upon  this  Defence ;  I  lhould 
have  yet  declined  the  Talk,  on  too  many 
private  Conliderations  of  fufficient  Weight. 
Unufed  to  fuch  bulky  Labours  of  the 
Pen,  and  lying  under  Difadvantages, 
which,  whilft  they  rob  me  of  the  Power 
of  railing  my  Subject  into  Efteem,  will 
not  yet  procure  me  the  Indulgence  that 
I  ftand  in  need  of  from  the  Publick ;  I 
fhould  have  gladly  held  by  any  tolerable 
Plea,  to  fave  myfelf  from  fo  much  Trouble. 
But  the  Sight  of  a  private  Letter  from 
England  by  the  laft  Fleet,  has  left  me 
without  Excufe  ;  and  I  mud:  think  it 
but  a  trifling  Sacrifice  which  I  am  about 
to  make  to  my  Country,  that  of  expoling 
myfelf  to  the  Brunt  of  Cnticifm,  lot  the 
Sake  of  faving  her  from  Scoin  and  De- 

te  Ration 

By  this  Letter  I  underftand,  that  the 
Publick  of  Bar  bathes  have  been  fecretly 

arraigned 
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arraigned  before  fome  Men  in  Power  j 
particularly  one,  whofe  good  Opinion  we 
have  been  uncommonly  anxious  to  de- 
ferve  ;  by  Perfons  too,  from  whom 
we  had  the  leaft  Reafon  to  exped  fuch 
an  unworthy  Office  ;  by  thofe,  who 
even  do  us  the  Honour  to  profefs  them- 
felves  our  Friends,  and  acknowlege 
to  have  received  a  few  fmall  Favours 
at  our  Hands  $  but  urged  by  a  Love 
of  Juftice,  and  a  Zeal  for  Truth,  they 
could  not,  forfooth,  difpenfe  with  the 
fuperior  Obligations  of  their  Duty  to 
confels  all  they  know. — What  apt  Infor¬ 
mers  fuch  good  Men  would  make  to 
ferve  the  Purpofe  of  a  Spanijh  Inquili- 
tion  !  But  I  am  inclined  to  think  they 
have  miftaken  the  Road  to  Favour,  under 
a  Britijh  Adminiftration,  efpecially  under 
the  prefent ;  to  whofe  Virtue  we  impute 
it  folely,  that  thefe  ungenerous  Reports 
have  failed  to  make  their  full  Impreffion. 
But  in  Pity  to  the  unhappy  Perfons  I 
have  mentioned,  that  they  may  not  any 
longer  remain  under  a  deluded  Senfe, 

5  and 
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and  hold  themfelves  obigedin  Conference 
to  declare  what  they  proteft  is  a  Concern  to 
them  to  know;  I  will  here  in  order  pub- 
lilh  the  feveral  Articles  of  their  Charge 
againft  us ;  and  then,  in  the  fame  good 
Order,  fliew  the  World  and  them  the 
Falfhood  oi  Abfurdity  of  each.— ‘And  be¬ 
ing  ferioufly  dilpofed  to  convince  thefe 
Men,  as  well  as  to  inform  the  World  of 
our  Integrity  ;  I  mull  befpeak  their  rea- 
dier  Attention  upon  the  Score  of  one 
Ailurance,  which  I  think  proper  to  fet 
out  with,  that  I  intend  to  reft  my  Proofs 
on  fomething  better  than  mere  pofitive 
AJJertions ;  fince  I  am  well  aware  that 
thefe  Perfons  of  all  others,  muft  be  nioft 
fenfible  of  the  Weaknefs  of  that  Kind  of 
Teftimony  to  allow  it  any  Force. 

Thefe  Charges,  although  bitter  againft 
the  Publick,  come  fweetened  with  the 
Compliment  of  an  Exception  to  fome 
few  Particulars;  who  had  the  Honour  of 
an  Acquaintance  with  thefe  Perfons;  but 
who  have  the  good  Senfe,  to  difavow  the 
Diftindtion  in  their  Favour,  and  to  de¬ 
clare. 


clare ;  that  as  they  had  a  Share  in  the 
Councils  of  their  Country,  they  muft 

V 

think,  the  Cenfure  call  upon  her  Conduit 
reflects  Dithonour  on  themfelve's. 

“  It  has  been  faid  (fo  writes  the  faith¬ 
ful  Correfpondent)  “  that  although  thefe 
“  Individuals  in  Barbados  were  not 
“  wanting  in  Zeal  for  the  Caufe  (mean- 
“  ing  the  Expedition) ;  yet  that  the  People , 
“  as  a  publick  Body ,  can  claim  no  Merit 
“  from  any  thing  that  was  done  in  the 
“  Ifland,  during  the  Time  the  Englifh 
“  Forces  remained  there.  For  firft,  Al- 
,c  though  true,  we  paffed  a  mojl  extraor- 
<c  dinary  Adi  to  encourage  Men  to  enlift 
“  and  join  the  Army  as  a  Reinforcement, 
“  we  had  the  lefs  to  value  ourfelves  up- 
“  on  it,  as  we  repealed  that  Adi  within 
“  three  Hours  after  the  Englifh  Forces 
“  left  Carlifle  Bay.  Secondly,  Altho" 
**  we  promifed  a  Reinforcement  to  Ge- 
ct  neral  Hopfon ,  we  required  of  him  to  flay 
“  and  detain  the  Armament  in  Barbadoes 
,c  fome  Hays  longer  for  our  Forces,  which 
“  the  General  moil  prudently  relufed  to 
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do. — And  Thirdly,  Altho’  we  made 
‘  fuch  a  Shew  of  furnifhing  this  Rein¬ 
forcement,  we  were  not  in  earned: 
about  it ;  and  as  a  Proof  of  this,  we 
“  were  fo  unreafonable  as  to  make  a  De- 
“  mand  of  the  General,  which  was  not  in 
£‘  his  Power  to  grant ;  we  demanded  Half 
Pay  to  be  allowed  by  the  Government  to  our 
Troops  whenever  they  Jleould  be  difmijfed 
Such,  and  fo  divided  is  this  private 
Accufation :  and  now  to  anfvver  it  in 
Form  ;  I  am  utterly  at  a  Lofs  to  find 
out,  on  what  Foundation  the  firfit  of 
thefe  Charges  could  have  been  brought 
againft  us;  unlefs  the  Gentlemen,  who 
undertook  to  be  cur  Accufers,  conceived 
the  Governor’s  DifmtJJion  oj  the  Men , 
within  three  Hours  after  the  Fleet  failed, 
amounted  to  a  Repeal  oj  the  Act  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  their  going  on  the  Expedition. 
If  they  did,  it  is  a  Sign  they  know  but 
little  of  the  Conftitution  of  our  Go¬ 
vernments  abroad :  and  I  verily  thought, 

* 

that  they  had  been  well  acquainted  with 
them.  Cut  admitting  that  they  conceived 
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the  Act  to  have  been  repealed  in  Form  by 
the  Governor, Council,  andAffembly ;  how 
did  they  fuppofe,  the  two  laft  Bodies 
were  got  together  in  fuch  a  Hurry  for  this 
Purpofe  ?  They  were  neither  fitting  on 
that  Morning,  nor  was  it  the  Day  they 
were  adjourned  to  meet  upon.  But  per¬ 
haps  they  think,  that  this  is  fomething  of 
an  inchanted  Island ;  and  that  our  Gover¬ 
nors  pofiefs  the  magick  Art  of  railing 
Council  and  Affembly,  juft  as  Conjurers 
are  faid  to  raife  the  Devil  in  a  trice,  for 
any  of  their  wicked  Pranks.— —But  to  be 
ferious,  if  it  be  poffible  to  treat  with  Se- 
rioufnefs  fo  abfurd  a  Charge;  let  the  Jour¬ 
nals  of  eachHoufe  be  carefully  examined; 
and  then  let  it  be  feen,  whether  any  fuch 
Proceeding,  as  a  Repeal  of  that  Aft,  is 
upon  Record- — -Let  the  Aft  itfelf  be  care¬ 
fully  referred  to,  and  fee  if  it  was  not 
made  to  continue  in  full  Force,  during  the 
whole  Time  the  Expedition  was  on  foot ; 
and  let  it  be  further  enquired,  whether 
Attempts  were  not  made,  as  I  have  re¬ 
lated  in  fome  preceding  Pages,  to  engage 
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a  Second  Body  of  Men,  to  offer  their  Ser¬ 


vice  and  enlift,  upon  the  Strength  of  this 
very  Aft,  above  two  Months  after  the 
Fleet  and  Army  went  frorn  hence,  on  hear¬ 
ing  that  the  Command  devolved  on  you. 

I  hope  what  I  have  here  offered  in 
anfwer  to  the  Firft  Charge,  is  fully  to  the 
Point,  and  fatisfaftory.-r—I  now  proceed  to 
the  Second  $  and  here  ]  might  only  have 
referr’d  you  back  to  that  Part  of  the  pre^ 
fent  Letter,  which  mentions,  that  on  Ge¬ 
neral  Hopfon’i,  attending  the  Governor  and 
Council,  at  their  firft  meeting  after  his 
arrival,  it  was  exprefily  agreed  on  both 
Sides,  that  our  Forces  were  to  follow, 
and  not  accompany  the  Army  to  Mar¬ 


tinique.  And  in  order  to  prevent  any  Mis¬ 
take  about  the  Matter,  this  very  Article 
of  their  Stipulation  with  the  General,  as 
I  have  been  informed  by  one  of  the  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Council  Board,  was  minuted 
in  the  Council  Book,  and  what  ftili  makes 
it  ftronger,  and  difeovers  that  this  Second 
Charge  again  ft  us,  “  of  our  requiring 
General  Hop  fin  to  detain  the  Army  for 
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“  our  People,”  could  not  have  taken  its 
Rife  from  the  deceafed  General ;  a  Copy 
of  this  vep  Minute  of  Council  was  given 
into  his  Hands,  by  Order  of  the  Board. 

Here,  then  again,  I  am  fo  happy  as  to 
be  able  to  plead  the  Tedimony  of  our 
publick  Records,  for  our  fulled;  Judica¬ 
tion. 

I  am  now  come  to  the  Third  and  lad; 
Article  of  this  private  Charge,  no  lefs 
than  that  of  our  making  fo  unreafonable  a 
Demand  on  General  Hopfon,  (of  Half  Pay 
for  our  Forces,  after  they  fhould  be  dif- 
mifs’d  the  Service,)  as  plainly  (hewed  the 
Jnfincerity  of  our  Dealing,  and  fecret  Pur- 
pofe  of  withholding  our  Affidance.  An 
heavy  Charge  indeed!  but  which  you 
will  fee,  dedroys  itfelf  at  lad:  by  its  own 
Weight.  Yet  (hall  a  Charge  fo  weighty 
as  this  is,  and  againd  a  People,  whofe 
Loyalty  and  Zeal  for  his  Mhjedy’s  Ser¬ 
vice,  have  never  once  been  fufpeded 
till  this  unlucky  Bufinefs,  be  brought  with¬ 
out  one  Proof,  or  the  lead  Kind  of  any 
fubdaptial  Evidence  to  fupportit?  Since 
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here  I  do  defy  the  Perfons,  that  have  been 
bold  enough  to  utter  fuch  a  Slander  on 
our  Community,  to  bring  fo  rr^ch  as  the 
leaft  Scrap  of  Authority,  to  ’-)apk  their 
fcandalous  Prefumption.  And  yet  I  mean 
not  to  reft  the  Proofs  of  our  Innocence,  on 
the  Deficiency  of  the  Evidence  to  detedl 
our  Guilt ;  I  mean  by  this  Challenge,  only 
to  ihew  the  amazing  Confidence  of  thefe 
Accufers.  Thank  God  !  Innocence,  (like 
ours  on  this  Occafion)  finds,  in  the  pro¬ 
vidential  Courfe  of  Things,  fuch  Arms 
for  its  Defence  5  as  thofe,  who  are  intent  on 
its  Deftruftion,  little  expeft  to  fee  held 
up  againft  them,  when  they  come  to  ftrike. 
You  muft  know  then,  that  fuch  a  R.eport 
of  our  People’s  expecting  Plalf  Pay  on 
their  Difmiffion,  was  really  carryed  to 
General  Hopfon ;  but  by  what  Means,  or 
from  whence  it  came,  perhaps  the  Gentle¬ 
men,  our  Accufers,  are  the  only  Perfons 
that  can  properly  inform  you.  Yet  fo  it 
was ;  and  although  the  General  did  the 
Reporters  too  much  Honour  by  his  Con¬ 
fidence,  he  was  induced  actually  to  write 
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a  Letter  to  our  Governor,  to  fignify  to 
him,  what  he  had  heard,  and  how  irn- 
poffible  it  was  for  him  to  comply  with 
that  Demand.  When  the  Governor  (fo 
little  Truth  was  there  in  all  this  Story,) 
fent  for  anfwer,  that  “  He  was  furprized 
“  how  fuch  a  Report  could  come  to  Gen. 
ct  Hopfotis  Ears,  as  he  affured  the  General, 
“  none  fuch  had  ever  reach’d  his  own.’' 
And  then  proceeded  to  give  the  General, 
the  fulleft  Satisfaction  upon  the  Point, 
that  could  be  defired  ;  letting  him  know, 
“  that  no  Demand  of  that  Kind  had 
“  ever  dropt  from  himfelf,  nor  had  any 
“  fuch  been  made  a  Queftion  of,  with 
“  either  of  the  other  Branches  of  the  Le- 
“  giflature.”  So  that  General  Hopfon  muft 
have  been  convinced  from  thence,  that  all 
that  he  had  heard  upon  this  SubjeCt,  had 
been  brought  him  by  nothing  better  than 
the  Breath  of  common  Fame  ;  which,  in 
what  concerns  the  Credit  of  Barbadoes , 
feems  of  late  to  have  been  no  common 
Lyar. 

But  moreover,  as  if  the  Governor  had 
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then  fome  Forefight  of  the  ill  Ufe  that 
would  be  made  of  fuch  a  Report,  his  Ex¬ 
cellency  fent  down  the  General’s  Letter, 
with  a  Copy  of  his  own  Anfwer,  to  the 
Cudom-Houfe,  a  Place  of  general  Refort ; 
that  they  might  there  be  publickly  feen, 
and  that  the  Publick,  (I  fuppofe,)  might 
join  with  him  in  proteding  againd  the 
groundlefs  Rumour. 

Such,  Sir,  appears  to  be  theextream  ill 
Fortune  of  our  Accufers,  in  this  their  pri¬ 
vate  Charge  againd  my  Country  ;  having 
feledted  only  fuch  Stories  to  our  Difcredit, 
as  though,  indeed,  the  word  they  could 
find,  can  yet  be  the  readied:  confuted,  and 
by  the  bed  Authorities.  This  private  Ac- 
cufation,  as  well  as  what  has  been  more 
publickly  alledged  againft  us,  will  now,  I 
trud,  appear  unworthy  of  the  lead  Re¬ 
gard  ;  and  be  from  henceforth  remem¬ 
bered,  only  to  the  Shame  of  thofe,  who 
could  propagate  fuch  Scandal,  and  to 
the  Ch  agrin  of  thofe,  who  could  place  any 
Confidence  in  fuch  wretched  Hands. 

1  am, 

Barbadoe r,  July,  l^th, 

1760. 
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